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doubtedly, we shall eventually have to
get Supreme Court Judges to decide all
eases arising under the measure. Such
a course will be both quicker and
more satisfactory to everyone concerned.
Boards of conciliation in New Zealand
seem to have resulted only in keeping the
parties at arn's length and sending them
eventually to the court. Thus a great
deal of unnecessary expense was incurred
and much useless machinery was set in
motion, the result being satisfactory
neither to employers nor employees. If
necessary, two courts will have to be
established. It would be better to
appoint two Supreme Court Judges for
the work than to constitute numerous
boards of conciliation, whose operations
are not likely to result satisfactorily, as a
rule. Of course we know the desire of
the Government is to retain the boards;
but I think eventually it will be found
better to do away with the boards
altogether, thus referring all cases to the
Court.

flow. B. C. O'BRIEN (Central):
Before the motion is put, I desire to sa,'y
that I shall give the measure hearty, sup-
port. The Bill is a good, comprehensive
one, and as such should voimind itself
to Parliament and to the country. A
measure of this nature has been required
for somne considerable timne; and there is
no doubt the present Bill has been
drafted with every regard for the inter-
ests of both employer and employed, by
men who have had considerable experience
of such legislation. It has been discussed
and amended in another place by people
conversant with the subject. I have
reason to believe the measure is one
which will give entire satisfaction to
both employer and employee. The object
in view is to smooth awa~y the difficulties
which arise from time to time between
the employer and his servant. I consider
the present measure likely to bring about
an era of industrial. peace and prosperity.
Lu regard to Mr. Randell's criticisms of
Clause 107, [ think that when we con-
sider this clause coolly and carefully in
zommittee we shall find that there is
nothing objectionable in it. I see no
reason why the Government should not
he brought within the scope of this Bill,
just like any private employer. I think
it will be possible to convince the House
that under this clause the Government,

as an employer of labotir, will be distinctly
benefited. I have pleasure in supporting
the second reading.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjonued at 10-25 o'clock,

until the next day.
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THE SPEAKER took the Chair at
4-30 o'clock, pu.

PRAYERS.

HOSPiTAL (CENTRAL) INQUIRY.
SELECT COMMITTEE'IS REPORT.

Ms. J. WT. HOPKINS brought up the
report of the select committee appointed
to inquire into the desirability of erecting
a central hospital on the eastern gold-
fields.

Report received, read, andl ordered to
be printed.
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QUESTION- SUPREME COURT BUILD-
INGS, FREESTONE.

Mn. F. C. MONGER (for Dr. O'Con-
nor) asked the Minister for Works: i,

Whether the conLraotor for the S upremie
Court has received an increased price for
Donnybrook stone as placed in position
where Cottesloe stone was specified in the
original specification. z, If so, what
amount, and why this change was made.

THE MINISTE R FOR WORKS (Hon.
C. H. Rason) replied:. i, Yes. 2 (a.),
£1,091 18s. Id. (h.). Because Donny-
brook stone was esteemed so far superior
to Cotteslue stone for ordinary quarry-
faced walling in basement floor, as to
fully justify the change.

QUESTION-MILITARY CONTINGENTS,
DISCHARGES AND FURLOUGR.

MRt. G-. TAYLOR asked the Premier:
i, Whether it is true that members of
the 5th and 6th Contingents, recently
arrived from South Africa, who had
previously served in the let Contingent,
have been refused their usual discharges,
2, Whether it is true that, on their
applying to the Acting Commandant,
they were offered bad character dis-
charges, which they are said to have
refused. 3. Whether the usual furlough
has been denied to these men. 4,
Whether it is true that these mien have
been complimented and congratulated by
Lord Kitchener. ;, Whether the Premier
will ask the Defence lUepartment t-o
investigate this matter fully, and furnish
this House with a copy of the decisions
arrivedI at.

THE PREM'IER (Hon. G-. Leake)
replied: The questions canunot be answered
except by the Federal authori ties, who
will lie asked to supply the required
information.

QUESTION-BORING ON OOLDFIELDS.
Ms. J. B. HOLMA \N asked the Minister

for Mines: t, Whether it, is the intention
of the Minister to send a diamond drill to
the Murchison goldields for prospecting
purposes. 2, If SO, when the drill will be
available. 3, On what terms the use of
the drill will be granted.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (H1on.
H. Gregory) replied: It is not considered
desirable to deal with the question of
diamond drilling in any lo city until the
Mines Development Act is passed.

QUESTION-LAND GRANT, ROYAL
AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY.

Mut. G. TAYLOR (for Mr. Htsstie)
asked the Premier: t, Whether the Royal
Agricultural Society has brn definitely
promised a valuable block of ground,

Iworth about £10,000. 2, If so, whether
1it is the intention of the Government to
Iobtain Parliamentary sanction before the
title is issued.

Tfu PREMIER replied: i, A block of
about 82 acres has been reserved near
Claremont as a show ground for the
Royal Agricultural Society, and appears
to have been valued by Mr. Throssell,
when Minister for Lands, at £10,000.
2, No grant of the freehold, or even a
lease, of this land will be made without
legal authority.

QUESTION-RAILWAY BRIDGE, NORTH
FREWA 14TLE.

an. D. J. DOHERTY asked the Mini-
strfrWorks: Whether it. is the inten-

Iio f rthe Government to erect, immtedi-

ately, the overhead traffic bridge at Northb
Fremantle Railway Station, defluitely
promised by former Ministers.

TirE MINISTER FOR WORKS
reled: 'The only promise of which the

Works Department has any knowledge
is that of £800 for the purpose of pro-

iding access to the Railway Station hy
road or bridge. The Council preferred a
road, and money for that purpose was
granted accordingly.

IQUESTION-RMILWAY REFRESHMENT
ROxOM, WEST NORTHAM.

How. G. THROSSELL asked the
Minister for Railways: i, Whether he is
aware of the serious inconvenience
travellers to and from the Eastern Gold-
fields experience owing to the absence of
a refreshment room at the West Northam
Railway Station, as provided in the
original plans. z, Whether, after satisfy-
ing him self of its urgent necessity, he will
have such refrteshment room provided at
an early date.

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. W. Kingamill) replied:; t,No. z,
The erection of a refreshbment room at
this station is held in abeyance, pending
consideration of a proposal to introduce
restaurant cars. A definite decision will
shortly be arrived at.

[ASSEMBLY.] Questions.
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AGRICULTURAL BANK INQUIRY.
SELuECT COMMITTEE'S REPORT.

MR. KI. H. JACOBY brought Up the
report of the select committee.

Report received, and ordered to be
printed.

BRANDS BILL.
REC7OMITTAL.

MRt. W. H. JAMES: At a conference
held this morning between certain pas-
toralists and the select committee ap-
pointed to consider this Bill, certain
alterations were proposed, to make whh'h
he moved that the Bill be recommitted.

Put and passed, and the Bill recomn-
mitted.

Clause 4r-Definition of terms:
Ma. JAMES moved that at the end of

the definition of "1sheep," the words "1or
goat" be added.

Put and passed.
Clause 6-Description of brands to be

registered under this Act:-
MR. JAMES moved that the words

"two letters and a diamond" be struck
out, and " three letters" inserted in lieu.

Mit. D. J. DOHERTY: This altera-
tion had been somewhat hastily decided
on. Two letters in a diamond made a
clear distinction between cattle of this
and any other State. The diamond was
a more easy brand to fix, and did less
injury than three letters.

MRa WALLACE:- The only opposition
b y the pastoralists; to the clause as it
stood was because they objected to
sacrificing their present brands. Nine
had voted for the three letters, and
six for the two letters in a diamond.
If it were a question of space, the argu-
ment. was in favour of the diamond and
two letters, from which it was cossible to
obtain 23,496 different brands. In Queens-
land it took 26 years to exhaust 39,396
brands; so if this State adopted two
letters and a diamond there would be
sufficient brands; to last for 30 years.

MRt. W. ff. JAMES: The amendment
was introduced at the request of the
pastoralists, but he was willing to with-
draw the amendment and let the matter
be dealt with by the Upper House.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.
Clause 8-Same brands for horses as

for cattle:
MRs. JAMES moved that in 'line

:3 of sub-clause 2 the word "Sized" be

Istruck out and "smaller" inserted in
lieu.

Amendment put and passed and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clause 9- Person first branding ua~y
imprint a numeral under his brand:

MR. JAMES mnoved that in line 2 all
the words after "1numerals " be struck
out and the following inset-ted in lieu:

(a.) On the cheek of any head of cattle to
denote age. (b.) Immediately underneath the
registered brand of such person for reference
to any stud or herd book relating to such head
of cattle. (c.) On any part of the body of any
horse to denote the age thereof, or for refer-
ence to any stud or herd back relating to such
horse.

Amendment put anad passed.
Clause 11--Age-miarks:
MR. JAMES moved that in lines 7,

11, 14, and 17 the word " seventh " be
struck out and " fifth " inserted in lieu;
al]so that all the words after "1of," in the
eighteenth line of Sub-clause (Q), be
struck out, and that the following words
be inserted in lieu thereof: " one notch
on the back of the ear for sheep lambed
in 1906, and in every fifth year thereafter,
the age-mark shall1 consist of two notches
on the hack of the ear."

A mendments put and passed.
Clause 21 -Order of imprinting brands:
MR. JAMES moved that the followving

words be added to sub-clause (c) :
"rrovided that in the case of horses no
brand other than the first, shall be im-
printed on the first portion, which shall be
deemed to occuI)y all the available. space
on suich portion" The effect of that
would he that the person1 who puit the
first brand on a horse would have avai]-
able to him the whole of the first quarter,
and that systemn would show who was the
first owner of the horse.

Amendment put and passed.
Bill reported with farther amend ments.

MOTION -FIREWOOD SUPPLY ON
GOLDFIELDS.

TO CONSTRUCT RAILWAY.

MR. F. REID (Mount Surges), having
given notice of a motion, now desired to
alter the terms of it, by permission.

THE SPEAKER: If no membler objected
to the alteration, the motion could be
moved in the form now suggested.

THE TRLEAsuRER: In the suggested
form, the motion involved expenditure.

Brands Bill.
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and it was desirable to have the Speaker's
ruling on the point.

TuE SnnsaE: The latter portion of
the motion (as suggested) would not be
in order, as it asked for a sumn of money
to be expended in the work.

MR. REID: The ruling just given
would create ail unfortunate difficulty,
and he must therefore move the motion
in the original form (omnitting the last
sentence) :

That in view of tho shortage of firewood on
the Eastern. Gold fields, this House is of opinion
that in order to avoid a disaster to the mining
industry, and to make provision for a plentiful
and cheap supply, facilities be afforded for
increasing the .uarlietable quantity of firewood
by constructing 40 miles of railway line (al art-
ing from Coolgardie) to tap the titubor resources
south of Coolgardie.

No motion mere important than this had
been brought forward during the present
session ; and hie submitted it not with
any ulterior motive, bu t to provide a, want
that was becoming daily more serious on
the eastern goldfields. Having spobi'n
recently with some of the smaller contrace-
tore, he learned that the total supply of fire-
wood was about 1,500 tons per dlay, and of
that quantity one company of contractors
supplied about 800 tons, the other 800
or 900 tons being supp lied by small
contractors who cut and carted timber
from the bush to the Government rail-
ways for conveyance to the mining centre's.
Of course these small contractors had to
go farther and farther into the bush as
the supply of firewood decreased; and
the result must be that, as time went on,
their operations being extended to g reater
distanc;es, the cost of firewood delivered
must be increased to make the trade
profttable to these small contractors.
One of the contractors had informed him
that twelve monthis ago he was using 15
horses and drays to cjart in wood, and
that at the present time withi 40 horses
and drays he was able to cart only about
the same quantity on account (of the
greater distance. This was a. fact which
members of this House should consider
seriously, for it showed that the protest
which had been made on bebnaJf of the
smaller contractors against the granting
of a concession to the Kurrawang Com-
pany to lay down another tramway was
not made in the interests of the State,
because unless tramlines were put down

for brigng the firewood from greater
distances, the supply must diminish, the
price must be increased, and the opera-
tions of the mines must be seriously
interfered with. Since that protest was
made, it had been clearly shown that
unless more trantlines were put down, a
great scarcity of firewuod must soon be
felt; and another consideration was that
if! the supply were left to the small eon-
tractors, who had to cart it over great
distances, the longer they, continued to
clear the bush the more would the price
oif firewood be increased. To cope with
this difficulty it was necessary the Gov-
ernment should have the most up-to-date
method of conveying firewood to the
market. It was not possible to carry on
unde r the old system ; and firewood being
so necessary to the prosperity of the
goldfields, and many of the smaller mines
being in danger of shutting down for
,want of a cheap and sufficient supply,
it was absolutely necessary to pass a
motion of this character. If the motion
were passed, he hoped the Governuteut
would deem it their duty to carry
out the spirit of it, as he was not
permitted to amend its terms. He had
not troubled the House with his voice
much during this session; but he now
asked for indulgence while he read corres-
pondence from a number of the larger
mines, showing how serious was the
difficulty in securing a sufficient and
regular sup ply of firewood at a moderate
cost. The manager of the Golden Horse-
shoe stated in a written communication,
that although three months back they
had a reserve stock of firewood , they
were compelled to draw on it more and
more until their reserve was now very
small. Their source of supply was
Messrs. Matthews and Brooks; these
being the same persons to whom he (Mr.
Reid) had referred in stating that they
'were now using 40 horses to cart in at
quantity of wood equal to what they
obtained 12 months ago with 15 horses.
The manager added that the Kurrawang
Company, who did not supply this mine,
had been the means of mninimising the
cost of handling firewood for the gold-
fields, and of insuring a regular supply
to the 'mines to an extent which the
small contractors could not have done.
Thd manager also thought the Govern-
ment would be justified in encourag

[ASSEMBLY.] to Construd RaiZway.
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private enterprise in the construction of
tramlhines. to insure a regular supply of
firewood for the mnines, and that the
wining companies would be willing to
lAy out money for this purpose in order
to insure regular supplies. The Great
Boulder Proprietary wrote to the effect
that they were using about 130 tons of
firewood per day, and being about to
extend their furnaces a great supply
would be required; also it the W .A.
Goldfields Firewood Supply Company
were to cease operations, the Great
Boulder Prop~rietary would be in such a
position that they would have to depend
on an intermnittent supply from small
contractors. The W.A. Goldfields Fire-
wood Supply Company handled about 50
per cent. of the firewood sup plied to the
minies; and as the company hA to go a
long way for the wood, some Means
of conveying it cheaply to the mines
was necessary. If the operations of
that company were stopped, the price
of firewood delivered to the mines would
be raised. The Lake View Company
wrote to the effect that they had not
more than 10 or 12 days' supply; that
no other compjany supplying firewood
would hie able to insure a regular supply
to the large mines if the W.A. Goldfields
Firewood Company were to cease opera-
tions, and disaster must then ensue to
the mining industry. The Hannan's Star
Gold Mine Limnited wrote- to the effect
that they were absolutely dependent on
the W.A. Goldfields Firewood Supply
Company;j and although that company
had been repeatedly requested to increase
the supply to this mine, they had not
been able to do so. If the operations of
the company could not be continued , and
a full supply could not be insured, their
stoppage would necessitate this mine
being closed down within a week. Also
as to the Government condenser at
Coolgardie, the supply of firewood there
was 120 tons per day, the whole of it
obtained west of Coolgardie; and the
cofipany working that condenser had
had the greatest difficulty in obtain-
ing a supply equal to requirements.
Nearly all the firewood between Cool-
gardie and Woolgangie had been cut so
far back from the railway line that to
cart it was unprofitable; therefore, the
railway line or lines must be constructed
to tap the remote timber belts. This

proposed 40 miles of line would tap the
finest belt of timber on the goldfields,
having an afea of 540 square miles, or
:345,600 acres, which, at eight tons to the
acre would give 2,764,800 tons, valued
at 14s, 6d, per ton, or £1,935,360. The
freight derivable from this firewood
traffic on the tine would be £292,160 per
aunumn. Surely, in view of the increased
revenue, the railway was justified. It
might be contended that this was an
underhand attempt to secure a railway
which had been the cause of contention
in both Houses of Parliamnent; but the
object of the motion was to secure a, con.
tinned supply of firewood at the price
now ruling. If horses and carts had to
be used, a great increase in the price
must take place within the next few
weeks, and many of the low-grade mnines
at Kalgoorlie and Boulder would close
down, throwing miners and firewood-
cutters out of work. In the West MAw-
tralian of the 27th January, 1902, Mr.
Richardson, the Acting Conservator of
Forests, quoted Mr. Kelso, the local
Crown lands ranger, to the effect that
the new roasting, furnaces and numerous
condensers established afser the Christ-
inas exemption, would probably raise the
consumiption of firewood to considerably
over 1,500 tons at day; that the timber
cut on the fields since the inception of
thu firewood trade amounted to 1,225,000
tons, at an average value of 15s. per ton,
representing £918,760; that a large per-
centage of the profits fromi the industry
was distributed throughout the State in
theo form of wages, horse-feed, locally-
manufactured drays, wagons, etc., about
£4,500 mtonthly being circuilated iii Cool-
gardie alone ; and recommending that the
ti mber a reas more rem ote from t he mines
ho exploited. Mr. Kelso rnaintiiined that
there was a possible firewood supply of
5,182,400 tons, equal to a6 ]4years' supply
at the present rate of consumption;
and it was therefore necessary only to
provide light tramiways to connect with
the present railway system to insure a
plentiful supply. Those figures were
surely suflicient. to prove this timber line
to) be7 necessary. T .he timber, while not
exploited, was valueless, but if worked
with the help of a railway, it would
become a, valuable State asset, and the

IGovernment would be doing its dutyv to
the mines on the Eastern gold~fields. by

Goldfields Krewood.
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assrin a cheap and plentiful supply of
firewood.

Ma. W. D. JOHNSON '(Kalgoorlie)
seconded the motion.

TnsE PREMIER (Hon. G., Leake):
By the wording of the motion it would
appear that the only supp~ly of timbher
existed in a direction 40 miles south of
Coolgardie.

Mit, HOPKINS: That could be inves-
tigated.

Tan: PREMIER : But timber was
coming from other directions also, and
the Government could hardly agree to
the suggestion early in the motion that
the proposed line was necessary to avoid
disaster wo the mining industry. By the
amended motion, the proposed line would
probably' carry both passengers and
goods. That was right, because any
Government railway must carryJ both
classes of traffic. However, at the pre-
sent juncture, the Government were not
in a position to construct such railways,
either for a, distance of 40 miles or for
any other distance. Such at line -would
involve a. new loan; but the Government
should not, and did not, propose to incur
fresh loans for public works until they
had reached the end of their present
authorisations. For these reasons the
motion would not have his snpport.
There was no wish to discourage train-
lines ; in fact, by certain proposals on
the Notice Paper, as amendments to the
Land Act Amendment Bill, the Govern-
ment proposed that lessees or licensees
might, under certain conditions, construct
or use tramiways on Crown lands. That
would admit of the construction of tram-
lines into the forests on the goldfields.
They again would be subject to certain
regulations. Such railways or tramways
would not be allowed within a certain
distance, say five wiles, of one another.
If railways were built by syndicates or
vapitalists the Government would take
care there would be no monopoly of
carriage over these railways, and the
owner would be bound down to carry
wood for the small man, which would
encourage everybodyv who was desirous of
venturing in the business of timber-
getting. The timber would be carried
under rates to be fixed, not at the will of
the possessor of the railway, but at
Governmnent rates. The hon. member
should be satisfied with that assurance.

Unless the Government came down with
an absolute reversal of policy and fully
determined to apply for a loan for entirely
new public works, the Government really
could not assist the members by support-
ing the motion. His remarks applied only
with particular force to the present
moment. What thme developments might
be between the present time and next
session ho did not know. If the Govern-
mnent had so much money that they did
not know what to do with it-a consumn-
mation to be wished for-they might. be
able to do a great mnany things which they
dared not do during the past six mouths.

MR. JoHnsoiq: What would the mines
do in the meantime?

Tan& PREMIER: There had been no
clamnour from the mines; they were
getting firewood all right.

Ma. JouNsoN.: Drawing on their
reserves.

Tans PREMIER: Firewood was
obtained to burn, not to reserve. It
must be distinctly understood he did
not favour the motion because it would
involve a loan expenditure, and he was
not going to alter his opinion already
expressed not to borrow money for fresh
public works.

RON. F. H. PIESSE (Williams): If
encouragement -were offered end fair con-
ditions. made, private enterprise would
soon bring the wood to the mines. A
great deal had been heard of the condi-
tions given to a certain company, and a,
great deal had been said from time to
time condemning this company, but if the

Icountry south of Coolgardie was to be
thrown open, end a line of railway conj-
structed through it, that would get over
the difficulty in regard to the supply of
firewood to the mines. Jf the c'onditions

Istated by the Premier were imposed,
there would be very little done in the

Iway of private enterprise in the construe-
tion of lines. If companies had to carry
wood for private cutters at rates to be
fixed b~y the Government, people would

ntbe found to construct these railways:
terates would have to be imposed by

the companies themselves. Alt the timber
lines in this State had conditions and
certain privileges attached, so that the
people living in the country through
which the line ran could have carriage,
but these conditious were not enforced.
If certain facilities had been granted and

[ASSEMBLY.] to Construct Raitiray.
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the Hampton Plains Company had been
allowed to construct the line which they
desired to build, then there would have
been an ample firewood supply to-day.
The Government should not be to
exacting, or people would not lbuild these
lines.

Tug MI~NISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. Gregory) : Although not a, friend of
private enterprise in regard to the railway
policy, he recognised that it would be
impossible for the Government to con-
struct light trataways. It would be much
better to enable private people to carry
out the work if done under certain pro-
visions and certain conditions. The
Government were desirous of giving
syndicates or persons authority to con-
struct tramways for private purposes,
andi to grant thorn a right to run their
lines over Crown lands uinder certain con-
ditions. One condition that companies
would he glad to accept was that the
railways should carry timber for all
cutters over their -lines at the same rate
that the Government were. prepared to
carry firewood over their lines for. Team-
sters would then be able to cart their
firewood to railway sidings, and have it
conveyed to the G&vernment lines. That
was about the fairest terms the Govern-
ment could enforce. It was impossible
for the Government to construct lines
without having a fresh loan, and the
Government were pledged not to float a
fresh loan at the present time. If it
were found that persons who had the
right to construct a line would not carry
firewood over their railway for all persons,
then the concessionaires would he break-
ing one of the conditions, and they would
be liable to have their concessions can-
celled. The Government might be pleased
to see this line constructed by the Crown,
but uinder present conditions that was
impossible. I herefore, it was absolutely
essential to provide mneans for the mines
to be supplied with firewood, and the
only way was to allow the right to be
granted under the Land Act Amendment
Bill. People would be only too desirous
of constructing these lines and comply
with the conditions imposed by the Gov-
ernment to carry the small cutter's timiter
at the same rate as that charged by the
Government. The W.A. Goldflelds Sup-
ply Co. had been allowed to run their
tramway out farther into the State

forest, and one of the special agreements
that was made with this company was
that they should carry timber for any
customer who came to them at Govern-
ment rates; if the company did not do
that they would break their agree-
ment.

Ma. TAYLOR:- What was the penalty I?
TnE MINISTER F0OR MINES:- Their

right could be cancelled.
MR. J. M. HOPKINS moved, as an

amendment:
That all the words after 11 firewood" in the

last line but one be struck out.
The motion would then probably coin-

mend itself to the Government.
Tyrx Pavximn Thernotion, as amended,

would be accepted.
MR. HOPKINS: If this matter were

taken in hand by the Public Works
Committee and investigated, it would be
found that the Government could build
a. railway which would be a ])aying line.
Some wood cutters had waited on him
and asked him to farther a, tramnay to
be constructed from Lake Side, through
South Ballagundi to Bulong, which would
open up a great dual of timaber country.
He (MN r. Hopkins) would not be. a party
to building a railway from Ra.lgoorlie,
Buailder, or anywhere else on the meagre
information at the disposal of members.
When a railway was to be built, expert
officers of the department should investi-

ate the mater and say if the line would

prove a buines9s transaction. The fuel
supply was said by certain managers to
be growing short at the present time.
No overtures had been made to hima in
this direction by the managers on the
eastern geldfields, although many were
his personal f riends; but representations
had been made to him that the W.A.
Goldfields Firewood Supply Co. Limited
boasted amongst its registered share-
holders certain gentlemen who were
managing big mines on the eastern gold-
fields. ffhe increased demand for fuel at
the present time was owing to the roast-
ing of the sulphide ores, but he was
pleased to hear from IMr. Hinemaum, the
representative of an English company,
that a new process was being perfected
capable of treating sulphide ores without
roasting, so that the consumption of fire-
wood would not be so great in the future
as in the past.

Goldflelds Areivood.
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MR. A. E. THOMAS; Ores were being
treated to-day without roasting.

Mu. HOPKINS: Some mines didi not
roast the ores, hut the bulk of them dlid.
Before consenting to build a railway, we
should look into the various sources
from which fuel for the mines could be
obtained, and this was ana inquiry which
might be intrusted to a Public Works
Committee when appointed. He moved
as an amendment:

That in the fourth line, after " firewood,"
all other words be struck out.

Mu. J. EWINGi (S.W. Mining) :The
mover (Mr. Reid) had placed the case
before the House in a somewhat alarmn-
,ng form; but one was pleased to see
that other members we,-e not disposed I o
take that view. In the near future it
would be necessary' to strictly investigake
the question of a supply of fuel to the
gold mines, in order to See whether
there was danger of the firewood supply
becomiing exhausted or greatly reduced
within a few years. It was certain thiat
within a, reasonable time any branch
lines of railway which had been con-
structed into the hush for the carriage of
firewood would have to go such a great
distance from the main line as to wake it
impossible for firewood to be conveyed to
the mines at a moderate cost. That being
the case, the Public Works Committee
which was in contemplation might be
able to advise as to the necessity for get-
ting some other class of fuel conveyed] to
the goldfields. (Laughter.) That com-
mittee might inquire whether there was
an unlimited supply of firewood available,
and whether it would pay Io bring the
firewood long distances to the mines.
He would point out an error that had
been circ~ulated in consequence of state-
ments made in a report by Mr Kelso, the
inspector of forests. That officer had]
stated that in his opinion within 28 or
30 miles from the present railway system
there were 957 square miles of forest
country available as a source of fuel
supply. The mover of this motion had
stated that the amount of firewood per
acre was something like eight tons. The
member for Dundas (AIr. Thomas) bad
estimated it on a previous occasion at six
tons. Figures as low as three tons to the
acre had been given td him (Mr. Ewing)
by men experienced on the goldfields.
The mean of these several estimates

would be about five tons to) the acre;
and taking 612,000 acres, the total
would be over three million tons of fire-
wood available within that radius. The
Hampton Plains Company's manager
had stated that the company had 400,000
tons of firewood on their estate; therefore
adding that to the other amount, the
total would be something over five million
tons of firewood available. Mr. Kelso
had estimated five million tons as being
available for mining purposes. The
question was thus a serious one, for it
would be found that no less than 1,500
tons per day of firewood were required in
and around Kalgoorlie and Coolgardie,
and adding to this about 600 tons per
day required for other than mining
purposes, the total would lie over 2,000
tonts of firewood required daily. But
this question of firewood did not trouble
Kalgoorlie and Coolgardie only: the
trouIble was felt up to Laverton, to
Leonora, and along all1 that mining
country. We must estimate the supply
available in those districts, also the rate
of consumption; and the figures he had
worked out brought up the total require-
ment to over a million tons per annum;
or, taking 2,000 tons per week, it would
be three-quarters of a million tons per
annumn. Therefore setting this total
requirement against the total available
supply, there w ould be only about five
and at half years' supply of firewood for
the eastern and north-eastern goldfields.
The matter was very serious, and he
joined with the member for Boulder (Mr.
Hopkins) in desiring that the whole
question should be thoroughly investi-
gated; while also regard should be had
to the fact that at the Collie there was a
great industry which would be in a
position to supply the fuel requirements
of the goldfields; and he was assured by
members representing the goldields that
if such a prospect could be shown to
exist, they would be the first to support
the construction of a railway for connect-
ing the Collie coalfields with the railway
system on the eastern goldfields. It was
the duty of the Government to investi-
gate the denuding of forests on the
goldfields, which hie regarded as a sad
and serious prospect for the people who
had to live there.

THn SPEAxnR The bon. member must
not go on referring to the Collie coalfields.
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MR. EWING: What be had said was
intended to help the people on the gold-
fields in getting the cheapest supply of
fuel that could be obtained.

MR. A. E. THOMAS (Dundas) : Once
more he found it necessary to correct the
statement made by the member for the
South- West Ml ining Districts, in regard
to this question. Mr. Kelso had made
an estimate of the fuel suppiy available
for the goldfields. The last speaker bad
arrived at a general average of five tons
of firewood per acre as compared with
eight tons estimated by the mover. He
(Mr. Thomas), speaking on a previous
occasion, bad stated that the belt of
timbher to the south of Coolgardie would
average seven or eight tons per acre.
This was not a haphazard estimate, but
he had arrived at it after making a very
careful estimate. The fact was that only
a small portion of the firewood which
was now supplied to the Coolgardie dis-
trict was being cardied over the Govern-
ment railway, most of the firewood being
cut in State forests which had been
reserved. The mines to the north of
Coolgardie and the mines at Burbanks
were getting supplies from these State
forests. If the construction of a direct
railway for connecting the Collie with
the railway system on the goldfields were
authorised to-morrow, that would riot
get over the difficulty on the goldfields in
the immediate future, because consider-
able time would he required in surveying
a line of railway, reporting on it by the
Public Works Committee, passing a Bill
through Parliament, and finally con-
structing the line. In the meantime we
bad to face the position so ably set
before the House by the mover of this
motion. The question of the fuel supply
was whether we should build railways
through known auriferous country, or
build a railway through non-auriferous
country. The member for Boulder (Mr.
Hopkins) had referrei to a proposed
railway from Lake Side to Bulong for
conveying timbher; but that railway was
going through land which was now being
worked for gold, and therefore to denude
the country where gold mines were being
worked would be an unwise course to
take, as was shown by the tremendous
difficulty created during the last few
months by the Kurrawang Company,
which had putdown a tramn lineand startd

to denude the timber in the Bonnievale
and Kunanalling districts. This process
was now stopped by the granting of re-
serves in these localities. Only afew weeks
ago, that company' obtained a farther
concession to extend a line through that
reserve and go into timber belts on the
adjoining hills. He would remind the
Governmenut that this railway constructed
by the Kurrawaug Company went into
known aurife'rous country, which was
being worked for gold; and if the timber
were denuded in those districts, the mines
there would be bound to close down.

Mu. MONGER: Already closed down,
had they not?

MRi. THOMAS: No; they had done
nothing of the sort.
* MR. MONGER: How many mines were

*working there now ?
MR. THOMAS: Those mines were

working, and it would be unfair to do
anything which would cut off their timber
supplies. The Wealth of Nations Com-
pany was at present idle, and other mines
had closed down two or three years ago,
because the labour conditions would not
then allow of operations being continued;
but such companies would shortly be
raising capital. The backbone of any
country's mining industry must be its

*low-grade propositions; yet we were now
doing our best to stop the working of

*low-grade inces. The time would come
when such mines could he worked at a
profit; and unless the timber in their
neighbourhood were conserved, there
would be no timber for them when capital

*was found to resume operations, and the
Imines could not profitably re-4 'pen. [MR.
OATS: Hear, hear.] He supported the
motion and opposed the amendment.
To conserve the timber where ther, was
a chauce of mines being opened up, we
must have a line somewhere else to supply
the Kalg-oorlie mines wilb firewood, and
the only point to which that line could be
run without damage to the existing mines
or to known reefs not yet worked, was
the timber belt lying south of Coolgardie.
For soIlve years much prospecting bad
been done south of Londonderry, but no
reefs discovered ; so the timber might
reasonably be taken from that district.
This afternoon the Premier appeared as
the latest advocate of private enterprise.
To the construction of trunk lines by
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private enterprise be (Mr. Thomas) was
strongly opposed. He would support a
40-mile trunk line being put down south
of Coolgardie to tap that timber belt;
and then let private enterprise step in by
means of the proposed amendments to
the Land Act, and wake feeders to the
trunk lines owned by the State.

MR. JOHNSON: Another advocate of
private enterprise !

Mu. THOMAS: To private enterprise
he was opposed.

MR. DOHERTY: If such a trunk line
were built, what would be the distance
from the sout-h end of it to Dundas ?

MR. THOMAS: About 80 miles.
Referring to Mr. Reid's figures; if seven
tons per acre were taken as the product
of these 540 square miles, that would
give 2,k million tons of firewood, which,
at 4s. a ton for freight, would give
the Railway Department a revenue of
£96,000 per aunum, an excellent argu-
izient for constructing the line by the
State instead of by private enterprise.
The work would not necessitate a fresh
loan as alleged, for the amount required
to start the line as a going concern would
not exceed £230,000, but would probably
be.£15,000 or.£20,000.

MR. E WING: That would not pay for
the railway line.

Mn. THOMAS: Yes. Alfter getting
eigbt' or 10 miles south of Coolgardie
the line would be amongst the timber,
and would immediately start to earn
money. Could not a 10-muile railway
line be built for £30,000? The Govern-
ment had the rolling -stock and the
engines. Thus the railway could be built
out of revenue. Soine tuonthsago, when
it was proposed that private enterprise
might be allowed to run a line south of
Coolgardie to tap this timbher belt, and
in view of his company being possibly
called on to compete with other- com-
panies in this direction -though be was
personally and on principle opposed to
private ente'rprise both for trunk lines
and for feeders- he bad employed experts
to investigate, and found that the whole
work of building a line to a point 40
miles south of (loolgardie could be under-
taken with a total working capital of
£25,000; and the experts stated that if
working capital to that amount were in
hand, the company need not hesitate to

enter into contracts for the supply of
firewood. The line would pass through
Bonnievale to Londonderry, and thence
to the timber belt. At Londonderrv
there was a big Government dam, which
could he enlarged so as to become of
great use to the Railwa y Department.
At Burbanks there was a large mining
population, and the men employed theme
were gradually increasing in numbers,
together with the output. The first 10
or 12 miles of line could be constructed
by the Government for less than
£C30,000.

'lHE COLONIAL SEOusTARY : What
would be the cost of the first four ?

MR. THOMAS: Had he anticipated
this discussion, he would have brought
full details.

THE COLONIAL SECRE9TARY: The first
four miles could not be constructed for
£30,000.'

MR. THOMAS: The figures quoted
had been obtained by him from ex-
perienced railway engineers. A railway
to Burbanks would serve over a thousand
persons, probably 2,000. There were a
large number of stamapers in the district,
using a huge quantity of wood, and
there would be a population in the few
short miles from Coolgardie, travelling
to and fro. The railway to Burbanks
alone, if not a single ton of firewood went
over the line, would pay handsomely.
But the firewood was the main considera-
tion, and he had satisfied a business
company that the deal was good enough
to go into; and if a business firmn were
satisfied the line would pay on firewood
alone, then a handsome profit must
accrue when passenger and goods traffic
was also considered. If the line was
given to a private company, then the
Government should supervise the con-
struction, so that the locomotives and
rolling-stock would be able to go over it
without injury to the property of the
State. After the first ten miles, the line
would become self-supporting; it could
be carried into the timber belt out of the
revenue derived. He urged on the Gov-
ernment not to allow the standstill policy
initiated by the Government to continue
any longer, but the Government, should go
in for new works and railways. The
Government had no right to hand over a
work of this description to a private
company when the profits should go into
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the Treasury. It ha been shown that
we had a rapidly-increasing revenue.
Last month the revenue was £331,000-
a record for this State-and there was an
undertaking f rom, the Premier that dur-
ing the reess radical reforms would be
effected in the works administration and
the civil service, which would mean the
saving of a large amount of money.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The re-
forms would probably cost more, not
less.

MR. THOMAS: If the reforms in the
Works Department were carried out, the
works would be more economically
managed.

TEE COLONIAL SECRETARY: Works
were not constructed out of revenue.

MR. THfOMAS: In the meantime there
was the question to face that the Kal-
goorlie mines were getting short of
timber, and if something was not done
there would be a crisis. It. was not for
the Government to sit still until it was
too late. If this railway were undertaken,
a supply of firewood would be tapped
which would last for five years, and
would bring in an immense profit to the
State. He would support the motion.

MR. R. HASTIE (Kanowna): If the
passing of the motion would mean any-
thing real, he would support it; and if
he thought this would be the start of a
line 40 miles nearer to Esperance and
Norseman, he would favour it; but the
House should realise the position. The
member for Mt. Burges (Mr. Reid) asked
for a railway, the member for Mt.
Margaret (Mi-. Taylor) asked for a rail-
way, and the member for the South-West
Mining District (Mr. Ewing) wanted a
railway. If these three lines were passed,
he would himself ask for a railway, before
the end of the session. If this line were
constructed, a large amount of timber
would be taken away from But-banks, and
probably Widgemooltha, There would
bare to he feeders to the line. The
member for Boulder (Mr. J. M. Hopkins)
bad spoken to timber cutters. These
timber cutters had been stealing other
persons' timber, and they wanted to steal
more. Strong objection would be taken
by the Burbanks people to their timber
being taken away. Something would
require to be done very soon, whether by
Government or not he could not say;

but he wished the Government could see
their way, not only to make one line, but
a number of lines. He hoped the public
works would be so reformed that within
a reasonable time these rail ways could be
constructed, but he was sorry be could
not vote for the motion at present.

MR. J. RESIDE (lianuans) supported
the motion. Members did not seem to
realise that the question of the supply of
firewood to the Golden Mile was of para-
mount imp~ortance to the State. On the
progress of the mining industry depended
to a great extent the success of the State.
If the Government did not make provision
to bring firewood to the mines the price of
firewood would go up, and the low-grade
mines would be forced to shut down. It
would not take a large amount of money
to construct this railway, and he did not
agree with the Premier that a new loan
would be required for the work. This
was a matter of urgency, and the work
could be done out of revenue. It would
only cost X30,000 to stairt the line,
and gradually the line could be -xtended
to the distance named in the motion.
The work would be reproductive at
once. He did not desire to see the line
handed over to private enterprise, as this
railway would probably be a permanent
one in the future, and one which the
Government must own. When it was
considered that in this particular belt of
country' there were five years' supply of
firewood, and inembers had been told that
five years' rcvenne from this line would
amount to £90,000, that showed the work
was a good one, and that the railway was
likely to pay. He quite understood the
opposition- of the member for Boulder-.
If the line was proposed to he started
south of Boulder it would have the
strongest support of the hon. member,
who desired to see the line start from
Boulder rather than from Kalgoorlie. The
firewood should be protected around the
local mines. The consumption of fire-
wood in the Golden Mlile would increase,
because when the wate- scheme was
completed it wvould mean a couple of
pennyweights to the mines. When we
considered that. this was notonlya question
of the supply of firewood to the mines,
but that the line would benefit the
population around Burbanks, the railway
should be constructed at once. This was
a question of transport, and the line
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should be undertaken by the Government
as soon as possible. The House would
be justified in carrying the motion.

At 6-30 p.m.. the SPEAKER left the

Chair.

At 7-30p.m., Chair resuned.

MOTIONS-PRIVATE MEMBERS.

THE SPEAKER: Was it desired that the
discussion of motions be continuedV

MR. F. REID (in charge of motion No.
1) moved that the discussion of motion
No. 1 be proceeded with.

THE PREMIER: There being -an under-
standing that on private membi ers' night
in each week, motions would probably
terminate after the first two hours'
sitting, he would now ask hon, members
not to proceed with the motions on the
Notice Paper, because there was such a
number. He would d& his best to give
an opportunity of finishing the discussion
of motion No. 1 on another occasion, if
time could be found for it; and if the
more pressing work of the session were
proceeded with now with despatch, lie
had no doubt he would be able to find
time. Two sets of Estimates were coming
down. One other reason, and still more
impoi-tant, was that the member for East
Perth (Mr. James) was going away to-
morrow, and as he had been good enough
to undertake nearly all the drafting of
Bills for this session, and there were
Several Bills with which he was particu-
larly familiar on the Notice Paper for to-
night, it was desirable to dispose of them.
Under these circumnstauces, he would ask
the hon. member (Mr. Reid) not to press
his motion on this occasion. He (the
Premier) had already told the House that
the motion involved a new loan; and if
it were passed, what could the Govern-
ment do except to consider the question
of raising a loan for constructing a new
railway?

MR. G. TAYLOR: Motion No. l0 on the
paper (to extend railway line from
Malcolm to Tiaverton via Morgans) was
an important one, which he wished to
move before the session closed; and as
this would probably be the only evening
on which private members could have
their motions dealt with, he desired to
proceed with motions.

ME. J. Li. NANSON: On a matter of
this sort, it would be well to support the
leader of the House. The session must
end shortly, and it was important we
should proceed with the more urgent and
necessary legislation on the Notice
Paper before discussing motions which
could be deAlt with later.

Ma. A. E. THOMAS: The addition of
another sitting day in the week was
agreed to for the purpose of securing to
private members an opportunity for con-
sidering their motions.

THE PREMIER: The rule about the
two-hours limit for motions on private
members'I day applied as well to the
discussion of motions on Government
days. It was because the Government
had conceded this point throughout the
session that some muembers now seemed
to think it was unfair that the rule should
be applied on this occasion. If this were
understood, he would seek to give an
opportunity for discussing motion No. 1,
also motion No. 10 (Mr. Taylor's), also
No. 16 (Mr. Hastie's, Inter-State duties
on butter, etc.). As to mnotion No. 3
(Mr. Monger's, select committee on
uvportation of camels), he would not
promise that, as the select committee, if
appointed, could not do ininth between
this and next week. As to No. 11 (Mr.
Thomas's, Members' official telegrams to
be franked), that was bound to be
defeated, because the question had already
been determined.

Ma. REID: Besides the business on the
Not-ice Paper which the Government
regarded as important, private members
also might have business connected with
their constituents which those members
regarded as important and wished to see
carried through. Motion No. I affected
the welfare of the eastern goldfields, and
he felt inclined to divide the House on
the question of continuing it.

Motion (that the discussion of motion
No. 1 be continued) put, and negatived
on the voices.

Division called for, and taken with the
following result:-

Ayes
Noes

Majority against ....

... .. ...

... .. .. 23

.. 17
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Aims. NlOS.
Mr. JohnUson Mr. Doherty
Mr. Monge r w
Mr. ni.Mr. ordon
Mr. ThyLor Mr. Gregory
Mr. Tomas Mr. Hre

Mr. eid (Teller). Mr.,ae
Mr. Hiek
Xr. Hirham
Mr. Hutchinson
Mr. Dhingworth
Mr. Jacoby
Mr. James
Mr. Kizigsiw
Mr. Leak.
Mr. bbinson
Mr. phillips
Mr. 'Pigott
Mr. Puirkiss
Mr. Eases
Mr. Throusefl
Mr. Telverton
Mr. Sayer (rlter).

Motion thus negatived.

sTIPPLEM tNTARY ESTIMATES.
Message fromt the Governor having

been presented and read, recommending
appropriation for the Supplementary
Estimates, the same now considered.

fI COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.

Vote-HisR Excellency the Govenmw,
£2,250:

TEE TREASURER (Hon. F. Thling-
worth): Ron. members will recollect that
when I brought down the Budget, certain
criticisms weire miade regarding the under-
estimates which it was said the Treasurer
had made. Some members said the
estimates of revenue were far too high;
amongst these, no less an authority than
Sir John EForrest. But I promised at the
time that if we found we had a surplus
of any great amount, the Government
would take the House into its confidence
as to the disposal of that surplus. Since
that time many things have happened,
and the session of Parliament has been
extended much longer than was antici-
pated. There has been much criticism,
and many suggestions have been made
while the Estimates were passing th rough
Committee. I have not yet made any
estimate as to the probable excess of
revenue over what I originally antici-
pated, but there will be a considerable
excess; and as Parliament is sitting, the
Government have thought it well to
place before the Committee certain votes
which appea to be of urgent neessity.
The sum total of these Supplementary
Estimates is £2114,006 3s. 4d. It will be
seen on page 5, that the sum of £49,230
is in connection with our llailways. The

Minister for Railways (Hon. W. Kings-
mnill) will be able to tell us the gratify-
ig news that the increase of business
for the first half of the year has realised
more than half of the full annual estimate;
and the Railway Department being purely
a commercial concern, an increase of
business means an increase of expendi-
ture; therefore we have to provide for
that increase, which has taken plaoce not-

PWithstanding there has as yet been no
iincrease in the rates. There has been a
large increase of business which the
Minister will be able to explain fully if
desired; and, as a consequence, he
requires £39,000 more under one head.
ing, £8,000 under the heading of " Con-
tingencies," and unfortunately £1,000 as
a reserve fund in case of accidents, which
amount he hopes will not be required,
though of course it has to be provided.
Under the same heading appears the
item, "1 Honorarium to the General
Manager, Mr. John Davies." The feeling
of the House the other evening was that

*the amount the Government proposed
*to give was not sufficient; and as a con3-
sequence, the Government have placed
on the Supplementary Estimates, not
£500 but £1,000. [OPPOSITION MEW-
BEEs: Hear, hear.] Now those railway
items, without going into particulars.
which I should prefet the Minister for
Railways to give to the Committee,
account for nearly half of the total of
these Estimates. The uext leaing items
will be found at the foot of page 2 and
on the top of page 3, under the heading
of " Public works." The first item. of
importance for which provision is made
is the William street bridge. This has
been a. crying want which I do not know
how many Governments have promised
to supply; but the Government have
decided to make provision for it.

Mn. DOHERTY:- Will £10,000 cover the
whole of the cost?

THE TREASURER: No. This is the
amount we expect to spend during the
present year. For allowances and travel-
liag expenses, owing to the increased
work and increased expenditure, the
original estimate is been found insuffi-
cient; ad so far as expenditure goes, we
consider it necessary to make farther
provision, so that there is altogether
£23,100 for contingencies. Another Pub-
lie Works item on page 3 is imiport&Dt.

Ezplaizatioa. 2845
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For several years past, we have had
before us the question of the Erpldsives
Magazine; and there is not the slightest,
doubt that a rave danger exists by
reason of the present site. Many diffi-
culties have been met with ; the question
has been carefully considered b 'Y this
Government and was carefullyv considered
by preceding Governments ; and the
delay has arisen through the difficulty of
fixing on a new site. Some thought the
best place would be in the Ranges;
others favoured a site between Perth and
Fremantle; some preferred it should be
on one of the islands: but the difficulties
surrounding all these proposed sites were
such that we had a strong protest from

the whole of the trade; and I have
received a letter signed by every importer
of explosives in the State, strongly affirm-
ing that the only convenient plate for this
dep~t will he at Case Point. The'
establishment of a dep~t at Case Point
means the extension of a railway to that
place, consequently the removal of the
magazine is estimated to cost altogether
£,20,000. The sum put on these Estimates
is X5,000, representing the money we
expect to spend this year. That includes
cost of construction of railway, and
removal of magazine buildings. I may
say, in passing, that the magazine itself is
as an institution self-supporting; in fact,
it yields a profit to the State. The
extension of this railway may, of course,
become useful for other purposes.
Under the same heading it will be
noticed we are provid ing £96,000 for the
Pertb-Fremantle road. A strong expres-
sion of feeling has been manifested in
Committee on the general Estimates in
connection with this work; but hion.
members must recollect this will not be
the whole cost. I do not know exactly
what it will cost, but I think the tota l
will probably be double the amount now
provided. The Minister for Works may
be able to throw more light on this item.
We have made provision for a road to the
Perth Sanitaryv Site also. For several
years we have had repeated debates on
the necessity for removing the present
sanitary dep~t; but the difficulty has been
to find another site. The site fixed upon
some seven or eight years ago, out to the
north-east, is the only site which has
recommended itself, I think, to almost
all who have examined the question; but

the difficulty is to get there. We
propose to remove this difficulty by
providing £3,000 for the construction of
a road to the new site; and then we shall
be able to get rid of the present, pumping
station. The third principal item is
found on the same page, and largely con-
sists of additions to our schools. When
we were preparing the Estimates, it was
found impossible to provide for all the
wants and requirements of our schools,
and a good many urgent items were
struck out. The sum of £6,640 is pro-
vided under the heading " Buildings and
other Services of the Education Depart-
ment," and will provide for the urgent
requirements of our educational system.
The House has always been willing to
vote money for this purpose; and I do

Inot think members are likely to change
their minds in this respect. 'in the same
vote, however, we have £3,000 provided
for a geological museum building. This
is largely in the interests of the depart-
ment of the Minister for Mines; and,
if necessary, he will be able to give
fuller informaition during the debate.
At the foot of the first page will be
noticed a sum of £26,000 for a pilot boat.
This is an absolutely urgent requirement,
and has been so for a considerable time.
The item was on the draft Estimates for
this year, but the Government struck it
off. It was thought, as we are likely' to
have the funds now, to make this neces-
sary provision. The condition of things
in connection with the harbour demands
the services of this boat for the pilots.
It is something approaching to a scandal,
the condition things are in now. There
is the risk of life to the pilots, and
altogether the arrangements are unsatis-
factory; Under the heading of Miscel-
lanueous we have a sum of £3,250. Of
this amount £2,000 is consequent on the
debate which took place last evening, when
the House decided that it was undesirable
tcornplete the title of the land promised
tthe Trades and Labour Council at

Fremantle. The Government felt that
although it was undesirable to complete
the title to the whole of the land and
give the whole of this land to the Trades
and Labour Council, yet that this
body had a claim on the House, for a
distinct promise was made and an assur-
ance given again and again; so the
Government thought it well to place on

Expla=lion.
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the Estimates the sum of £2,000 to
recoup any loss in connection with the
matter. As to the land miatter, that can
be dealt with later on. It will be noticed
on the first page that provision is made
under the heading of "Contingencies" for
paying a sum of money that is due to
the first, second, and third. South African
Contingents. I want to be plain about
this, because it is not intended to pay the
90 days' furlough to the members of the
Imperial Contingents. .They belong to
the Imperial Government, and must look
to the Imperial Government for any
emolument and furlough, or anything of
that character. We have already paid a
considerable sum in connection with the
first and second Contingents, but com-
plaint is made that the third Con-
tingent-some of them have returned
and some of themi are returning-have
not been dealt with as liberally as
the first and second Contingents, and I
think a. promise was, made by the Premier
that provision would be made. Unfor-
tunately the amount was left out of the
draft Estimates purely by mistake, because
it was considered that the £3,740 voted
would be sufficient to cover the calls, but
it is, found that another sumn of £2,000
will be required to make good the promise,
so that amount appears on the Estimates.
There is just a small item I should like to
call attention to under the heading of
"Agricuilture." There was some talk in

the debate on the Estimates, with regard to
the National Show. Only £100,Was pro-
vided, and it has been represented to the
Government that it would be an utter
impossibility to hold a show-and the
people might refuse to exhibit -unless
we gave assistance tui put the show on the
basis of previous years; therefore the sum
of £200 is placed on these Estimates for
members to decide. Then an aimount of
£250 is placed here in connection with
insect parasites. This is a vote which is
being asked for mostly by those interested
in fruit growing, and the Government
have been informed that the sum will be
of great value to the State. I do not know
a great deal about this matter, but I think
it is intended to send a special expert,
whom we have here, around the country
and to the other States to obtain the
germs of certain parasites. I understand
it is proposed to get certain insects
introduced into the State which are des-

tructive to the insect pests which we have
in the State in connection with our fruits.
The amount seems small for doing so
great a. work, and the Government have
conceded to the request. There are a few
items connected with salaries and matters
of that kind which we can deal with as
they ae reached. There is an item placed
here under the vote " His Excellency the
Governor" of £250, necessary for increas-
ing the lighting of Governmen tHouse: the
£2150 provided was not sufficient, and the
Government have seen fit to place this
amount on the Estimates. There is
another amount under this heading for
the consideration of the Committee, which

1the Premier knows most about, and which
.I leave him to explain. Without occupying
Ithe farther time of the Committee, I will
move the first item, and give any informa-

*tion as the Estimates go on.
* MR. NANSON: Would the Premier
give some information on this vote?

THE PREMIER: With regard to one
item, as hie expected, lhon, members

rZquired some explanation. The item of
£2000 was an " entertainment allow-

ance." The position of the Governor of
the State to-day was peculiar in this
respect, that since 1890 there had been
no rise in the salary of the Governor,
whilst his responsibilities, certainly on
the social side, had ben materially
increased. When responsible govern-
ment was introduced, the salary of the

i Governor was placed at £4,000 a year.
At that time the population was under
50,000 and the revenue was under half a
million sterling. No doubt at that time
the salary was adequate, because the
State was in a more isolated position than
it isto-day. It vas now really on the
highway-
M. DoHERTY: " On the high road."
Tu rPRKEMIE R: That was theorthodox

Parliamentary term, "on the high road " -
West Australia. was on the highway
between Europe and Australia. It would
be within the recollection of members
that aconsiderable sum had been expended
in affording to the officer administrating
the affairs of the Government increased
accommodation at Government House.
That involved the employment of addi-
tional hands in the house, and mnore
responsibility. Since 1892 the cost of
living in this State had increased, indeed
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the cost all round had increased; there
were also more responsibilities on the
Governor's shoulders to-day than there
were in the past in the way of enter-
taining. Under the regulations which
were presented to the Governor on taking
up office, it was understood that he had
no special allowances, and amongst other
things which hie had not got were his
travelling expenses when the Governor
went about the country. Of course on.
no occasion had the Government ever
charged the Governor the cost of his
train journeys: he was treated as a, high
official aid had his free railway pass, but
the Governor had to bear the whole of
his travelling expenses if he travelled
into the heart of the country. It was
well known the lpresent Governor had
done a good deal of travelling about the
eonuntry, and when he bad travelled it had
been at his own expense. The salaries
of other high officials, with the excep-
Lion of the Governor, had all , from time
to tine, been raised. Take for instance
Judges' salaries, also Ministers' salaries.
The Ministers' salaries in 1890 were £600
A year: now they were £21,000. It was
true that in other States the tendency
had been, not to increase the Governor's
salary, but to decrease it; still the cir-
cumstances of this State and of the other
States were by no means parallel. We
who were situated at a distance from the
Federal seat of Government were not
overshadowed to the same extent as the
Governors in the other States; but South
Australia paid the Governor a salary of
£6,000, and New Zealand paid its Gov-
ernor £5,000 a year and £2,000 for
allowances. The reason why the itemn
came down in j ts present form was that
the Government were unable on the Esti-
mates to give to the Giovernor an increase
of salary. That could not be done with-
out amending the Connstitution Act and
placing the Governor's salary- in the
schedule, and that was where members
would find the amount of the Governor's
salary placed at £4,000. Members
would also remember that during last
year it had been, so far as visitors were
concerned, almost a record year for enter-
tainment. The Governor had to entertain
the Royal party, and he had recently had
to entertain th~e Governor General.

MR. DOnsRTY: Did he get anything
for the Royal party ?

Tix PREMIER: It was not intended
toD put forward the entertainment of the
Royal party, because the greater part, if
not the whole of the expenses, were paid
by the State.

MR. TAYLoR: And well paid for.
TanE PREMIER: The Governor did

not put that money into his own pocket:
he was mierely' a representative of the
State, and the State enabled His Excel-
lency to entertain his Royal guests in a
befitting manner. That was not made
use of as an argument, although no doubt
if the whole truth of the matter were
inquired into, the visit must have put His
Excellency to some little personal expense.
However, one did not urge that, although
entitled to mention it to hon. members.
That argument did not apply to the
recent visit of the Governor General,
when the State did not pay anything
towards the entertainment of that dis-

Itinguished personage. It hadl been rep-
Iresented to him (the Premier), and no
doubt to other members, by previous
Governors in this State and by Admninis-
trators, that it was impossible for the
Governor or Administrator to keep up
his position on the salary which had been
voted. He knew that Sir Gerard Smith
and Sir Alexander Onslow frequently

1stated that that it was impossible to
maintain that very large establishment
on the amount of salary which was voted
by Parliament; and it meant, of course,

Ian encroachment on the priivate funds of
the Governor or the Adin istrator for
the time being. He (the Premier) did

Inot suppose hon. members desired that
the gentleman -who occupied the dis-
tiguished position of Governor of this
State should be called on to put his hand
in his pocket too deeply, in fulfilling the
duties of his position. One was note at
liberty, in a discussion of this kind, to
mention any statement which had been
made to him by the Governor-the rules
of Parliament prevented that being done;
nor was it right that the Governor'sa name

Ishould be drawn into a debate of this
kind. He (the Premier) must ask memi-
bers to bear in mind that he was dealing,
of course, not with the individual, hut
with the office.

MR. DoaxnnR: W~hat allowance was
made for servants ?

THE PREMIER: The Governor paid
Ifor his servants. He had also to pay for

Governor's Allowance,
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his stable and his private gardener, hut
he did not pay for maintaining the lawn
between the river and Government House.

MR. DOHERTY: He had to pay for all
the servants in the house ?

Tllu PREMIER: Yes. Government
House was almost as large again now as
it was in 1890. Members who had had
the pleasure of visiting at Go'iernment
House would be aware that there was a
large ballroom andanew diningroom, withi
other additions, which of course required
extra salary to keep up. He might mention
that it cost something like £500 or £600
to open the ballroom for one night;
whereas ina the old days entertainments of
that kind, when Ihere was no big ball1-
room, were given either in the old room
known as the banqueting hall, or in the
private room known as the drawingrooin.
He noticed from reports concerning other
States that about the beginning of this
year the question of the Governor's salary
cropped upin theParliament of New South
Wales and in other States. A telegramn
from London, published in the Press,
stated. that the Agent General for New
South Wales had brought before Mr.
Chamberlain, See retar 'y of State for the
Colonies,&a question regarding theappoint-
ment of a new Governor for New South
Wales; and it was represented there was
considerable difficulty in connection with
the appointmneut, owing to the reduced
salary offered byr the Government of that
State. Fromn this report it would. be seen
that the Ministry in this State were not
taking an unusual step in now urging that
an extra allowance should be given to the
Governor. This was not a. permanent
item. He again declared that it was
impossible to give a permanent increase
of salary to the Governor unless by
amending the Constitution Act; and,
after consideration, this was the only way
which he (the Premier) could find for
testing the feeling of Parliament with
regard to giving any extra remuneration.
He sincerely trusted the Committee would
consider that His Excellency had had
thrown on him the responsibility of
entertaining every distinguished visitor
who came to this State; that two weekly
mail steamers now touched at Frewantle,
biringing distinguished, visitors from time
to time-though one need. not say that
each boat brought visitors. Hon. mem-
hers should also bear in mind that when

His Exc.ellencny travelled atboutthe couintry,
lie was not entitled to charge the State
with the expenses ineurrerlon his journeys;
and we might at any rate allow him an
adequate sum to cover those extra
expenses. In 1890 the Governor had to
travel hardly any distance, and he never
went farther north thani Champion Bay,
which lie could reach by steamer in 24
hours, and never went farther eastward
than York, which hie could reach by
railway. So that very few calls. were
made on his private purse at that
period for travelling expenses. Really
this item, " entertainment allowance,"
should be read as " entertainment and
travelling allowance." He did ask mem.-
lbers to regaid all the circumstances
of the case, to weigh fairly the
eccmslan-es of 1890 with those of
to-day, and to note the difference in
regard to the Governor's position; to
note the extra responsibility, and the
calls on his purse. Hon. memibers would

Ithus see that the Government were not
asking too much in proposing this
amount on the Supplementary Esti-
maLtes. When it was considered that
South Australia. paid the Governor
£5,000 a year, that New Zealand paid
its Governor £27,000 a year, he (the

IPremier) did not think hoe was asking
1too much in making this proposal to the
ICommittee. He considered that in every
respect this State was now quite on a
par with South Australia.

MR. Dou[EILrv: There was not the
expense in South Auistralia. that there
was here.

Sit J. G, LE SmniiE: -,The salary
paid in South Australia was not, he
thought, £5,000 but.£4,000.
I THuE PREMIER : If South Austrai
paid its Governor.£5,000 or even £4,000,
the South Australian Governor would be
infinitely better off, from at financial
point of view, than would the Governor
Of this State, there 'being so many calls
here on His Excellency's private means.
If we must have Governors, we should
desire to have the very hest men obtain-
able. He (the Premier) on this occasion
did not wish to criticise our Governor
personally; but he thought he was right
in saying that His Excellency had the
respect of every person in the community.
[MnnnIS: li~r, hear.] Nor would he
make any personal appeal to the Comn-
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mittee in this matter, but he put forward
this proposal honestly believing it was a,
fair request, and he hoped the Committee
would pass the increase.

Mu. J. L. NANSON : It was regrettable
that an item of this description should
appear on the Supplementary Estimates.
The matter was one that required a. large
amionut of consideration, and at the very
end of the session it was virtually
impossible to give the consideration
which the matter deserved. It had
always been the general opinion that
instead of increasing the exlpenses of the
Governorinthis Statethe re would be avery
material reduction under the new system.
To bring the salar~y up now, as the
Government were virtually proposing to
do, from £4,000 to X6,000 a year, was
going very much farther than this House
was justified in doing. It was true, as
the Premier had pointed out, that any
gentleman who filled the p~osition of
Governor in this State had very many
calls on his purse; and the question was
one that must he faced, and faced
resolutely-the sooner the better. The
difficulty was that an opinion had got
abroad that Government House in this
State must be a centre of hospitality to
an extent that was never expected in the
early days of the colony. Everyone in
Perth and Fremantle seetned to consider
that, if he called at Government House
and left his card, he thereby acquired a
right to be invited to entertainments and
functions at Government Rouse. It was
impossible, at the salary the State was
paying to the Governor, to have all this
entertainment, unless the gentleman fill-
ing the position had also large private
means. But the right way to deal with
the problem under discussion was, not to
increase the salary of the Governor, hut
to decrease his official responsibilities.
Let its get back to the old system
under which there was a certain amount
of official entertaining at Government
House; bitt it should not be considered
necessary that the Governor should enter-
tain everyone in the community who
chose to leave his card at Government
House in expectation of being invited
to official entertainments. Government
House in this State was now looked on
too much as a place ror social entertain-
inents, and the system was in this way
responsible for a large amount of snob-

bery and tuft-bunting, which was not
desirable in a democratic community.
We might check this system by keeping
the salary down to limits which, while
not allowing the Governor to live on a
lavish scale, would yet be sufficient to
enable him to Jive in a dignified and
simple manner. By, taking this course
we should be doing a good service not
only to the gentleman in question, but to
the community as a whole; because he
(Mr. Nanson) contended that if this was
a democratic country, as we were often
told, then we wanted to have ain ideal of
simplicity not only in our political
affairs but in official life, and we should
look to Government House for that ideal
as an example in the direction of sim-
plicity. So that instead of paying a large
salary to enable the Governor to enter-
tain lavishly, we should pay him a small
salary ; and the duty of entertaining
should not be expected of him, but he
should be enabled to live in a manner
becoming the dignity of an Australian
gentleman. If special circumstances
arose in which, for the credit of the
State, large public functions should
be held, the cost should be provided
for from sources outside the Gover-
nor's salary. If there must be a, cer-
tain amount of social entertaining, let
the costbe borne by the Govern ment rather
than by the Governor. As there was
a ballroom which, according to the Pre-
mier, cost £500 or £600 to open for one
night, it would be well that the country
should see on the Estimates what it cost
to keep up such a useless building. Then
we knew that to only a small section of
the community could this social enter-
tainment appeal, and that practically the
whole of the country population, as well as
nine-tenths of the people of Perth and
Fremtantle were excluded. That being so,
it was not apparent that any special
good, beyond the circulation of some
money among drapers and other trades.
men in Perth, accrued to the community
by reason of lavish entertainments at
Government House. If a wealthy Gov-
ernor cared to entertain lavishly at his
own cost, well and good; hut the ideal
of a democratic country should be that
the highest offices could be held by poor
men; and so long as an officer faithfully
carried out his public duties, he should
not he expected to spend large sums
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out of his salary on purely social
functions.

ME, R. HASTIE -It was refreshing to
hear the preceding speech, which voiced
the sentiments of many other members.
Tt was often said a Government was far
better off if it bad not too much money
to spend; and the Estimates generally
showed a much more extravagant spirit
than hitherto, probably because of the
rapidly increasing reveue. Regardingr
this entertainmentallowance, he would not
mention the Governor more frequently
than was necessary, but he entered his pro-
test against this expenditure for entert ain-
ments to a comparatively small section of
the community. The Premier, in defend.
ing the item, said the South Australian
Governor received £5,000 while our
Governor received only £4,000. But in
South Australia there was no aowance,
while here we were asked to give our
Governor £26,000, inclusive of th is X2,000
for entertainment. What the other
expenses were in South Australia did not
appear; but here, besides £4,000 for the
Governor's salary, we were asked to vote
£22,000, in addition to the salaries of
Government House officers and other
expenses on the General Estimates. The
expenditure on the Governor's establish-
ment was already fairly liberal without
this proposed allowance, and most people
not extniavagaultly minded would think it
sufficient. This was9 a time for stopping
useless extravagance. Most Ministers
in meeting deputations from consti-
tuencies, always began by saying the
Government had no mone 'y to spend on
luxuries; but there was no pretence, that
this item was anything but at luxury, and
none suggested it served any useful
purpose. One or two remarks of the
Premier need not have been made. Dur-
ing the Royail visit, almost everyone was
in an extravagant mood, and money was
distributed lavishly. Much of that
money went to Government House for
expenses, and the items frightened many
people when published. Regarding the
Royal visit, it was questionable whether
the Governor had any opportunity of
being out of pocket. Moreover, in
travelling, the Governor travelled free
of charge so long as he travelled by
rail.

MR. DOHERTY: But be could not exist
on the railway line.

Mn. HASTIE:. The bulk of his travel-
liug was done by r-a. It hadl been
thoroughly understoiA that when we
entered federation, the expenses of the
State Governors would be reduced. True,
there bad been an attempt at reduction
in some of the States; but we should find
it difficult to follow suit if we increased
the vote by £2,000. Would it not suit
our purpose as well if we chaniged the
system of appointing Governors? The
merits of the present Governor need not
be gainsaid or discussed; but one had
yet to learn that the position of a St1ate
Governor inside a, Federation could not
be filled save by a gentleman froz
England. Before die appointment of
another Governor, it was to be hoped
Parliament would have an opportunity
of deciding whether we should not adopt

Ithe Canadian system, and he content with
Ione Governor-General for the Federation,
having State Governorships filled by local
men. He would oppose the item.

MR. A. Y. HASSELL: One of the
great inducements to enter Federation
had been that we should have decreases
in expenditure, one of these being in
Governors' salaries. Therefore he str, 'ugly
opposed any increase in the Governor's

*salary or emoluments.
lix. W. H. JAMES. It was much to

* e regretted that on the Supplementary
Estimates an attempt should be made to
give any officer, however high, so large
an increase as £92,000 a year. What
special reason had cropped up, since the

*General Estimates were first prepared, to
justify the inclusion of this large itemi
in the Supplementary Estimates? One
would have thought these Estimates con-
sisted purely of items wic(h, by some
oversight, had been excluded from the

*General Estimates. Moreover, Supple-
inentar y Estimates came down at the end
of a session to fill any want indicated
during the discussion on the General
Estimates, aill not for the introduction
of new items of this nature. He objected
to the vicious principle involved in lbe
Premier's asking, for ain inc:rease in the
salary of His Excellenc 'Y. The Premier
should not have the right so to do.
The saary was fixed b 'y the Con-
stitution Act, to put it beyond the
reach of Parliament either to increase or
to diminish. If there were any reason
for am increase --and perhaps strong
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ground could be shown for it-the fact
should have been stated in the early part
of the session, and a committee of inquiry l
appointed, which need not necessarily
have taken evidence. The fact that a
large sum of money was spent oil giving
increased accommodation and comfort at
Government Rouse should not involve
increased annual expenditure, beyond the
mere upkeep. The sum expended on the
ball-room astonished every' one, for it was
not required by anyone in this State.
The hailt was so large as to be a burden
on any Governor, and it was hardly
logical to say that because we had built
this ball, which was really a white
elephant, presented with great injustice
to the Governor, we should therefore
increase the Governor's emoluments. The
Governor should not be expected to
entertain with the magnificence which
the hall suggested; and the hail might,
at all events on some occasions, be made
available to the public.

MR. WALLACE: Use it for a Legis-
lative Assembly.

MR. JAMES: Whether the Governor's
salary were sufficient, or bore a satisfac-
tory relation to the salaries paid else-
where, need not be discussed. It, was
argued the salary was £4,000 in 1890;
but that sum bad been voted to secure
the service of one particular Governor;
and members would see by the Enmolu-
nments Return that in 1895 the Executive
had prepared a regulation laying down in
minutest detail the items of expenditure
which should fall on the State and those
which should be borne by the Governor,
the intention being to obviate the constant
friction which had been experienced as to
what was a fair amount for the Governor
and the State respectively to pay. Having
regard to the length of the session and
the magnitude of the proposed increase,
and bearing in mind that, once granted,
the increase must remain for some time
on the Estimates, it would be much more
satisfactory were the question left open
until next year, and then dealt with early
in the session. It certainly ought to be
dealt with if the increased burden of
entertainment occasioned by a larger
Government House unduly barrassed the
Governor. One could not help endorsing
most emphatically the statements of Mr.
Nanson that this hospitality was an expen-
diture by the Governoron what he believed

to he "the usual thing" in this State.
The sooner some of these customs were
broken, so much the better for the pocket
of the Governor and, he believed, for the
peace of mind of the womenkind of this
State.

MR. T. F. QUINLAN: This item
was somewhat large; but in view of the
circumstances that the Governor was
called on to entertain in a large way, it
was hardly to be expected that he should
purt his hand into his pocket to entertain
the public, more particularly when we
knew the Governor was very considerably
imposed upon. It Was Common property
that people frequently went to Govern-
ment House on certain occasions for the
purpose of imbibing somewhat freely at
the country's expense, and we knew ful
well that there were many people who
went to Government House for that pur-
pose only. Some provision should be
made for His Excellency the Governor to
entertain, but one hoped members would
agree to a reduction of the item. He
moved that the item be reduced by £500.

Ma. NANSON: Was it possible to
move a farther amendment?

THE CHFAIRMAN: It would depend on
what the amendment was.

MR. NANSON: While regretting that
be had to differ from the member for
Toodyay, he moved that the item " Enter-
taininent allowarice " be struck out.

MR. TAYLOR supported the striking
out of the item. This was a delicate
subject to deal with. When salaries
were raised, there was some motive;
therefore he would like to know the
reason for this increase. He did not
know if anything had happened which
was unknown to himself and others
during the ins and outs in connection
with thle change of Government and in the
political shuffle that took place. He did
not as a rule object to a reduction of
wages, but when a salary stood at £4,000
and it was proposed to increase it by
£92,000, he could not see the reason for
doing so. Unless the Premier could
give some reason, he would vote for the
amendment. The Government, he under-
stood, were going in for retrenchment. In
the speech which the Premier delivered in
the Queen's fll, retrenchment was the
order of the day and the administration
of the affairs of the country was going to
be unique. But the samneold administra-

Governoi s Allowance.
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Lion was going on, and worse than that:
those receiving high salaries were, by
those who desired democracy, getting in-
creases, while those receiving low salaries
did not have their remuneration increased.

HON. F. H. PIESSE: Would the
Premier state whether this was a special
allowance-were there any special reasons
why the amount was asked for, or would
it be a recurring item F

THE PREMIER:. No; if it was to be
a yearly allowance it would 'have to be
put into an amended Constitution Act;
but this item would not appear on the
Estimates next year.

HoN. F. H. PlmsE: What were the
special reasons for the allowance'?

THE PREMIER: The reasons had
already been given.

Ma. PIGOTT: At the risk of being
called a" "tuft-hunter," he would oppose
the amendment. Prom the remarks of
the li-eerier, the Committee were quite
justified in passing the item without any
farther discussion. This money was
asked for as compensation for money
already spent. If it were not he
would not feel so strongly on the subject.
Members were quiibbling about a paltr~y
amount, while last week mem bers threw
away the chance offered to them of saving
the country nearly £200,000.

Mu. J. J. H-OLMES:- Before express-
ing an opinion on the vote, he would like
to explain that he was not responsible in
any way far the Supplementary Esti-
mates, because his resignation as honorary
Minister was in the hands of the Premier
before these Estimates were brought into
existence.

Mn. DAGLISH: No one blamed the
lion. member.

MRa. HOLMES:- It did not matter to
him whether any blame was cast on him
or not: the explanation was due to
membhers, before he proceeded to oppose
this item. The Governor when he accepted
office knew the salary attached to the
position, and whilst we 'bad an estimable
gentleman at Government House, whom
all must be proud of, being the
right man in the right place, never-
theless this gentleman had accepted
office for the sum mentioned in the
Constitution Act, and he should not
receive £2,000 by a side issue. It was
understood when we became part of
federated Australia thatcertain responsi-

bilities would be removed iroin the State;
consequently we should be able to econo-
misc and work on a less elaborate scale;
yet whilst as a colony it cost £4,000 for
the Governor, as a State of the Common-
wealth it was pro'posed to increase the
salary to £6,000. This.£2,000 per annum
was% to be a permanency.

THaE PREMIER: No.
MR. HOLMES: The Premier had

explained thiat itw~as necessary to have
an additional allowance for the Governor.

MR, DOHERTY; And the reasons were
given.

Mn. HOLMES: The Premier led the
Committee to believe this was to be a per-
manency brought about by the develop-
meat and extension of the country. If we
passed the vote now it would perhaps not
appear in the same form next year. If
the Premier was satisfied that the Gov-
ernor was entitled to this allowance, then
the Premier would be entitled to bring
the amount in next year and ask the
House to vote it.

TH4E PREMIER: It was not stated
that this was to be a permanency-rin fact,
he had been exp)licit in saying the item
would not appear in the next Estimates,
nor in any form at all. Hie had stated
that if we had to make a permanent
increase in the Governor's salary, it would
ha-ve to be done by amendment of the
Constitution Act and hie would go so far
as to say that when the amending Con sti-
tution B ill camne down during next session,
as assuredly it would, he would propose
an increase in the Governor's salary,
becauise he did not think in the present
circumstances that £4,000 a year was
adequate remuneration for the position.
Members must not think that he was
frying to hoodwink or get anything by a
side wind. It was clear this was not an
amendment of the Constitution-

MnR. TAYG 1; : I t wa s ai feeler.
TH4E PREMIER: Or that it secured a

permanent increase of salary. It was
not a nice thing to atempt to force this
on the Committee, and he dlid not like
dividing the Comnnittee on the question;
but he would like to mention, in reply
to the member for East Perth, that the
reason why this item did not appear on
the general Estimates was that when the
original Estimates were drafted the point
was not raised at all by anyv Minister, and
the Estimates were draftedl many months
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ago and had been before mnembers. for
some time. The member for Mt. Mar-
garet said the Government were going in
for retrenchement and were not going to
give away any' money at all. One would
like the hion. member to turn over the
pages of the Estimates and see that the
Government proposed £2,000 for a grant
to the Trades and Labour Council at
Fremantle.

MR. TAYLOR: Yes; and £6,000 worth
of propierty was taken away from them.

THus PREMIER: Not by the Govern-
inent: thle House did it. Rather than

force this matter lie would be prepared
to accept the amendment which was sug-
gested for reduc-ing the item by £500, or
indeed lie would still farther reduce the
amount.

TanE CHAIRMAN: The amendment
before the Committee was that the item
be struck out.

Tue PREMIER: Then he suggested
that lion. members should not strik out
the item, but allow it to stand at £1,000.
He did not think members would regard
£4,000 a year as an adequate remnunera-
tion for the Governor, considering all the
circumstances. If members would con-
sent to let thle amuount stand at. £1,000,
we could not then be said to err onl the
side of liberality; and at that rate he
would be justified in saying that beiwould
be prepared to propose an increase when
the Constitution Bill camne down. This
item would not appear on the next year's
Estimates. The member for East Perth
made another slight mistake in saying
this mnotion was to cover the expenses of
three or four mouths only. Members
should be aware that His Excellency the
Governor bad been here nearly a year,
and in the circumstances the House
should not object to pass the amount at
£1,000 instead of striking out the item.

MR. TAYLOR: Strike it out.
Ai. NANSON: It was to be regretted

one could noL fall in with the suggestion
of the Premier. Any additional reasons,
if they could be called reasons, advanced
by the Premier were not sufficient to
justify an increase. That great country,
the United States of America, with a
population of some 70 millions, managed
to get along by paying its Governor or
President £10,000 a year; and Western
Australia, with a population of 200,000,
should be able to get along by paying its

Governor £4,000 a year. In connection
With the ex penditu re to wh ich the Governor
had been put during the Royal Visit, we all
recognised that liberal provision had
been made by this House; and, as the
Premier admitted, this dlid not come into
consideration at all. With reference to
th e visit of the Governor General of Aus-
tralia, we might expect such visits to be
renewed at intervals; and it would be
better, if necessary, to make a special
provision for such visits rather than
increase the amount of the Governor's

Isalary. If this increase now proposed
were passed, memibers would know the
money was to be expended in entertain-
ing what were called the upper classes of
society; and hie could not see why, in a

idemocratic community, it should be neces-
sary to recognise any such distinction or
make any special provision for entertain-
ing a particular portion of the com-
munity. Let us follow the system of the
United States, whe re everyone who wished
to meet the President knew that he could

1do so by going to a certain place at cer-
tain times of the year; and tha~t was
absolutely all the entertaining which was

Iexpected from the President towards the
people generally in the United States.

He(Mr. Nanson) did not care if the
IGovernor of this State was paid a salary
Iwhich was not sufficient to enable him to
Ispend money on garden parties,. balls,
and that sort of thing-ab sort of accre-
tion that had fastened itself on us, under
an artificial system. These things were
not necessary in a democratic community,
and the money expended on them could
be spent to greater advantage in develop-
ing this enormous country. The Trea-
surer (Hon. F. Illingworth) during the
election campaign went about telling the
people that the new Government were
not going in for luxuries, but only for
necessaries; and he (Mr. Nanlson) having
applauded him for that line of policy,
felt called on now to act consistently by
opposing the Government when they pro-
posed to grant money for purposes of
entertaining, which could well be done
witho ut. He regretted that a Government
which camne in with professions of demo-
eratic virtue was lapsing from the strict
rectitude of democratic principle; and
when we saw a democratic Government
entering on this expenditure in social
entertaining, one must suspect there was

Governor's Allowance.
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some disease which attacked men when
they got into Ministerial positions, or
they seemed to view things through
different spectacles.

MR. TA.YLOR: The hon. member ought
to know,

MR. NANSON: As to "knowing;' he
had been too busy fighting elections
during the short time be was Minister
to te any part in social entertainments.
He must say now that it was his inten-
tion to adhere to his amendment that the
vote be struck out, in order that he might
Politically vaccinate the Government and
render them immune from such noxious
influences in the future.

Tn s PREMIER. Rather than carry
on a debate upon so delicate a subject, be
would like to take time to consider what
course he should pursue; therefore he
now moved " That progress be reported
and leave asked to sit again," in order
that he might confer with his colleagues
and decide what should be done in the
circumstances.

Motion (progress) put and passed.
Progress reported , and leave given to

sit again next day.

LOAN ESTIMATES. -

Message from the Governor having beet]
presented and read, recommending appro-
priation. for the Loan Estimates, the same
now considered.

IN COMMITTEE 0F SUPPLY.

Vote -Depart aiental, £66,230 :
THE TREASURER (Hon. F. iling-

worth) : I do not wish to occupy
the time of the House in introducing the
Loan Estimates, as hon. members will
have an opportunity of discussing the
various matters, if so disposed, while the
Estimates are going through. A good
portion of the money has already been
expended in accordance with the votes of
the House, on works in progress and on
works that have been authorised by the
House. It is, however, deemed necessary
to piace the Loan Estimates for the
expenditure of the year before hon. mem-
bers; and if information be desired on
any, of the votes or items, doubtless the
Minister for Railways and the Minister
for Public Works will be able to afford
such information to members when the
votes are severally dealt with. Ou page

13 of the printed Estimates a summary of
the votes wilt be found, miade up in this
way :-Uepartmnental, £66,230; Railways
and Tramways, £848,116 l7s. 14.; Har-
bour and River Improvements, £213,908
8s. 6d.; Water Supply and Sewerage
for Towns, £14,000; Coolgardie Water
Supply, £800,000; Development of Gold-
fields and Miueral Resources, £65,750

I us, ld.; Icoads and Bridges, £729 uls.
6d.; Developmentof Agriculture,X1 5,000;
Immigration, £3,820 16s. 9d.; Miscel-
laneous (including charges and expenses
of raising loanus), £10,062 2s. 4d.;
making a total of £2,027,617 8s, Id.

Fproposed to be expended out of loan
moneys during the current year. I move
the first item of " Departmental."

MR. TAYLOR: Would the Minister
for Works explain items 137 to 150,
being salaries of engineers in charge of
the Coolgardie Water Schemne, ranging
from.£800 to.£185? Was it necessary
to have all these engineers ? Seeing there
were some 30 other engineers provided on
the next page, these items suggested the
old adage, "1Too many cooks spoil the
broth."

'TnE MINISTER FOR WORKS:
(Hon. C. H. Eason) : As to whether such
iteuis were necessary, acting on the advice
of his responsible advisers he said, with-
out hesitation, they were;i and the bon.
memiber must, on reflection, admit that
the staff of engineers was smuall, con-
sidering the magnitude of the work.

MnI. TAYLOR: These estimates had
been placed in the hands of members who,
a moment afterwards, were asked to pass
them without Consideration. He moved
that progress be reported.

Motion put and passed.
Progress reported, and leave given to

sit aga4in.

DIVIDEND DUTY &CT AMIENDMENT
BILL.

IN COMMITTEE.

Resumed from the last sitting, on new
clause proposed by Mr. SayVer, to stand as
Clause 5.

Diu. W. F. SAYER: As to the pro-
priety of this amendment, there could be
no doubt. The object of the existing Act
was to introduce the principle of an
income tax, but to confine it to public
companies. With local companies the

Loan Estimates. [5 FEBRuARY, 1902.)
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Act Proceeded on sound lines and on tbe
only lprinciple which, except in another
part of this Act, had ever guided the
aplplication of an income tax. The duty
was imposed on the dividends distributed
to shareholders, a dividend being the form
in which the shareholders' income was
received. But the Act, in subsequently
dealing with foreign companies doing
business in this State, prescribed that
they should pay the duty not on their divi-
dends but on their profits. Amongst such
companies were mining companies, and it
had been argued that if the duty were not
collected on the profits, they might post-
pone paying dividends so as to escape the
duty. that. argument was fallacious;
and it was therefore proposed in this Bill
to repeal that section of the Act. It
seemed also to be assumed that foreign
companies must necessarily make greater
profits here than elsewhere, which was
also a fallacy. The right course was to
amend the Act so that companies doing
business in this State and elsewhere
shonld pay duties on their dividends,
like local companies, and not on their
profits. By so providing we should fol-
low the practice prevailing in every other
country which imposed an income tax,
and particularly in Queensland, from
wrhenace wve adopted the main features
of the existing Act. This would,
amongst other companies, bring foreign
banks doing business here into line
with the Western Australian Bank. The
ratio was taken in the pi-oportion of the
assets in the State as compared with the
entire assets of the company. That was
the method by which duty was paid on
dividends, and on which income tax was
collected from companies all the world
over. As we were trying to bring about
reform in regard to mining companies,
so an endeavour should be made to do
the same in regard to banking companies.

MRx. MONGER: Bring in a special
Banking Bill.

Mn. SAYE~R: That would be out of
place. It was purely' a matter of income
tax or dividend duty. The law as it
stood was eccentric or peculiar to a
degree, and the sooner it was remedied
the better. We should not assume that
necessarily the company which carried
on business here made greater profits
here than anywhere else; and we should
restore our law to the position of the

Queensland Act, of which it was a
copy.

MR. F. OONNOR: This was an
interference with the banaking laws,
which had been taken over by the Com-
monwealth; therefore we would be
going outside our powers. The Bill
generally was an injustice to certain
firms, lbecause it placed companies which
were not registered on a. better footing
than other traders in the same lines of
business.

THE CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
was travelling outside the question.

MRa. CONNOR: It was his intention
to move that a new clause be added to
the Dill.

MR. MONGER: There were several
new clauses which lie intended to propose.

THE CHAiRmAN: They would have to
be dealt with later.

MR. MONGER: The proposed clause
might be withdrawn, to enable him to
move a newv clause taken from the South
Australian Act.

TEE COLONIAL SECRETARY:
The object of the Bill was to rem~ove
certain irregularities in connection with
mining companies. As it was desired
the Bill should pass, perhaps the mover
would withdraw the proposed clause.

THE PREMIER: The proposed new
clause could be considered next session,
which, after all, was only two or three
months hence.

Proposed clause by leave. withdrawn.
New Clause:
Mn. W. F. SAYER moved that the

following be added as Clause 4:-
Section 25 of the principal Act is hereby

repealed.
The Act would expire in December next,
and this clause would extend its opera-
tion.

Put and passed, and the clause added
to the Bill.

Title-agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments, and

the report adopted.

ROADS BILL.

RECOMMITTAL.

On motion by Mr. W. F. SAYER, Bill
recommitted for amendment of certain
clauses.

Clause 12- Repeal of Section 97 of the
pirneipal Act, and substituting section:
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MR. SAYER moved that the following
be added a Sub-clauseS3:

In estimating the net annual value of gold-
miing or mineral leases, no regard shall be

hdto any metals or minerals contained or
supposed to be contained therein.

Amendment put and passed.
Clause 19--Amendment of Clause 9 of

the principal Act:
MR. SAYER moved that in the fourth

line, after "behalf," the words "and in
the name" be inserted.

Put and passed.
MR. SAYER farther moved to add as

an additional sub-clause:
A certificate signed by the chairmn of the

board, that the secretary or officer therein
named has been authorised to take proceedings.
shall be conclusive evidence of such authority.

Put and passed.
Clause 28--Auditors:
MR. SAYER moved that the following

be added to the clause:-
If any difference shall arise between the

auditors, the same shall be referred to and
finally settled by the Minister.

Put and passed.
Bill reported with farther amiendmeuts,

and the report -adopted.

COAL M1NES REGULATION BILL.

IN COMMITTEE.

Resumed from 29th January.
Clause 4-Interpretation of terms:
Amendment (moved at the last sitting

by Mr. Taylor) by leave withdrawn.
Tan MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.

H. Gregory) moved as an amendment in
paragraph (h), that the words "1State
mining engineer " -be inserted after
"mines." The definition would then read:
"Inspector of mines or State mining
engineer under this Act."

Amendment put and passed.
MR. EWING moved that the following

definition be added as a new paragraph:
" Registrar means registrar ot a mining
district."

Amendment put an passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clause 5-agreed to.
Clause 6-Persons not to be employed

below round more than eight hours on
any day:

TunE MINISTER FOR MINES moved
as an amendment in Sub-clause (z) that
the word " returns " he struck out and
thefollowing inserted in lieu: "is relieved

of his work, and commences to return to
the surface." This would make the clause
exactly the same as in the Mines Regula.-
tion Act.

MR. J. EWING (in charge of the
Bill) : The select committee which had
considered this Bill went into this ques-
tion thoroughly, and the evidence on the
point being practically unanimous, the
committee agreed to recommend the clause
as it stood in the Bill. It bad been con-
tended all along the line that the eight
hours should be counted from bank to
hank, this being the usual practice in all
parts of the world. He hoped, therefore,
the amendment would be withdrawn.

MR. A. E. THOMAS supported the
amendment as being necessary for the
safety of the mine. It was customary for
the shift to be relieved at the face of the
workings, and if not relieved at the face
but at the top of the shaft, difficulties
might occur. By relieving men at the
face, there was no hardship in requiring
them to go to the suiface in their own
time, because they had only to step into a
cage and be wound up. Another reason
was that the amendment would make the
clause correspond with the provision in
the Mines Regulation Act; andi iii regard
to that Act, the persons interested in the
working of gold mines had never ques-
tioned the provision which required men
to be relieved at the face.

Mis. EWING: In the coal mines at
Collie, winding cages were not used, and
that argument did not apply.

MR. G. TlAYTLOR opposed the amend-
nent because it was not necessary in coal

mining for men to be changed at the face
in changing shifts, Coal seams ran dif-
ferently from reef formations in gold
mines, and the conditions were not
similar. The relieving shift would leave
the surface when the whistle blew at the
top, and some time must elapse before the
various men in that shift could reach the
face in the different workings of the mine,
some of them being considerable distances
away; and as the shift boss Was not
always there, or could not always spare
time to go to the various workings, a man
working here or there might go on with-
out being relieved. Men in the workings
could not always hear the whistle.

MR. EWING: The bulk of work in
the Collie was done by contract.
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MR. NANSON: A Bill of this con-
troversial character could hardly be
considered adequately at the end of a
session, and this House could hardly be
expected to acept so large a Bill on the
recommendation of a select committee
without giving careful consideration to it.
As this could not possibly he done now,
he moved that progress be reported.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: Only
a few clauses wvere controversial.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
was to be bope.l members would go on
with the Bill, because if not considered
now it would never be considered.

[Motion not pressed].
MR. THOMAS: The provision in the

amendment, if placed in the Hill, need
not be inforced except in necessary cases,
and such cases might arise in the work-
ing of a coal mine.

MR. TAYLOR: It was -almost impos-
sible to niabe a hard-and-fast rule for
shifts where explosives were used; and
the reason of the rule was to enable the
employer to miake the men change at the
face, if working without expli sires.

ME. RESIDE: The last speaker evi-
dently had not worked at Collie. The
clause suited the present circumstances
of the Collie mines, and should be passed.

Amendment put and negatived, and the
clause passed.

Clauses 7 to 13, inclusive-agreed to.
Cla use 14-- Remuneration to check-

weigher:
MRs. EWING moved that Sub-clause

2 be struck out. The usual pr" lice was
for miners to arrange for the payment of
the check-weigher.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 15 to 17, inclusive- agreed to.
Clause 18--Non-application of proi-

sion as to distance between two shafts, etc.:
-Mt. EWING moved that in line 6 the

word " not " be inserted, to read " or not
less."

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauses 19 and 20-agreed to.
Clause 21-Payment of manager of

mrine:
THE MINISTER FOR MINES moved

that a new paragraph he added to Sub-
clause 8, to stand as paragraph (d):-

The bnard may. subject to regulations, issue
a first class certificate of competency to any

pet-son who has received a certificate of com-
petency as a colliery manager from-

(a.) Any legally constituted board of ex-
anuflers for colliery managers in any
of the Australasiant States, or from

(b.) Any authority by whom an examnation
(equivalent to that required by the
board) to test the qualifications of
candidates is required prior to the
granting of such certificate, provided
that such person is still entitled to
practise as a colliery manager in the
State or country wherein he obtained
such certificate.

This would allow any person who had
obtained a certificate as a colliery manager

Iin any other country to get a certificate
of competency under this Bill.

MR. EWING: The amendment was
much better than that recommended by
the select committee.

Amendment put and passed.
THE MINISTER FOR MINES moved

that the following be added, to stand as
paragraph (e):; " The board may refuse a
certificate of any class to any a~pplicant,
if it is not satisfied as to his character."

M.THOMAS: Surely the directors
or the owners of a company were the
proper judges of the characters of their
employees.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clause 22-Daily supervision of mine
by manager or under manager:

THE: MINISTER FOR MINES: The
last part of Sub-clause 2, to the effect
that the nomination of an under-manager
or overman should not affect the Iersonal
responsibility of the manager, should
be struck out. The provnsion was too
drastic.

MR. EWING: On reflection, he would
support the amendment; for such a
deputy must hold a first or a second-
class certificate, and be subject to the
same responsibilities as the manager. The
desire had been to prevent the manager
from neglecting his duties for, say, six
months, and throwing the responsibility
on a subordinate.

MR. THOMAS supported the Minister.
It was unreasonablc that a manager who
happened to come to Perth should be
responsible for what might take place in
his absence.

Tus MINISTER FOR MINES: As
the subordinate left in charge must have
a first or a second-class certificate, such
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subordinate should hear the responsi-
bility. He moved that all the words
after " Act," in line 4 of Sub-clause 2, be
struck out.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 23-Constitution of board of
examiners

THE MINISTER FOR, MINES moved
that in line 3, after " of," the words " not
more than " be inserted.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clauses 24 and 26-agreed to.
Clause 2 6-Inquiry into competency of

manager and cancellation of certificate in
case of unfitness:

THE MINISTER FOR MINES moved
that in line 3, all the words after
"1thereon " be struck out, and the follow-
ing inserted in lieu: " and the Governor,
on the recommendation of the Minister,
may either cancel or suspend such certifi-
cate." There was no power under the
Bill to cancel a certificate in the event of
the board finding that a manl was care-
less, or was not desirable.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clause 27-Costs and expenses of
inquiry:

Mi4, A. E. THOMAS: It seemed funny
that when a manager was brought before
the board by the inspector he should be
called on to pay the expenses of the in-
q uiry.

MR. RESIDE: The board would not
act in such a drastic fashion. The same
power was possessed bytbeengine-drivers'
board. When a man's certificate was
suspended he was not called upon to a
the costs of the inquiry.

MR. TAYLOR: If a manager was not
suspended lie would not have to pay. The
clauses of this jBill should not be made so
ambiguous.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 28 to 30, inclusive-agreed to.
Clause 31-Board of examiners for

engine-drivers :
MR. RESIDE suggested that an engine-

driver should be a member of the board
of examiners.

TuE MINISTER FOR MINES: It
was absolutely essential that one of the
members of the board should be a quali-
fied engineer, andl not merely an engine-
driver.

Mit. RESIDE: One of the members
of the board should be a qualified engine-
driver.

MR. EWING moved that in line 3,
after " engineer " the words "anod one a
certificated engine-driver" be inserted.

Ma. THIOMAS: It did not state what
engines the person should be a qualified
driver of.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clause 32-Certificates of service for
engine-d rivers:

MR. EWING moved that in line 3,
after "mine," the words "of any des-
cription " be inserted. This would enable
an engine-driver from a gold mine to
take charge of an engine onl a coal mine.

Amendment put and passed.
MR. NESIDE moved that iii line 5,

the words "in this Act " be struck out, -
and " the Mines Regulation Act of 1896"
be inserted in lieu.

MR. TAYLOR: This was a Bill to
regulate coal mines, and it should not be
made to clash with the Act to regulate
gold mines.

MR. RESIDE: A certificate issued
under this Bill should be identical with
that issued tinder the Mines Regulation
Act. It should be observed that this
certificate was for service, and was given
on satisfa 'tory proof being produced that
the applicant had been 12 months in
charge of machinery. T7herefore, this
was a certificate of service, not a certi-
ficate of competency, as competency was
assumed to be proved by the length of
service.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
amendment would inflict an injustice on
a number of men, because before a certi-
ficate could be obtained the applicant
would have to prove that he had been 12
months in charge of inacbinerv prior to
the Act of 1895.

MR. RESIDE: That would not pre-
vent his uettiiig a certificate of compe-
tency, this being merely a certificate of
service.

MR. THOMAS: In ten years' time a
man applying for a certificate would have
to prove that he had worked for 12
months onl machinery prior to 189-5.
Surely that would be a hardship.

MR. RESIDE: The two cases should
be put on the same footing, and he would
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divide the Committee on his amendment,
if necessary.

Amendment put and negatived.
THE MINISTER FOR MINES moved,

as a farther amendment, that after the
word "1Act," in line 5, there be inserted
the words: "1Providing such hoard is
satisfied that the candidate is ihen not
subject to any physical infirmiy 1 such as
deafness, defective vision, or epilepsy,
which would render him unfit."

Amendment put and passed.
On farther motion by the MINISTER FORK

Mirus, the following words were added
to the clause:-" And the board or any
member thereof may grant a learner's
permit certificate to any person, in accord -
ance with the regulations, after being
satisfied as to the applicant's fitness to
become a learner, and such certificate
shall entitle the holder to become a
learner nder a certificated engine-driver
and assist iii driving any engine for mining
purposes other than a winding engine."

Clause as amended agreed to.
Progress reported, and leave given to

sit agan.

GAOLS ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
Received from the Legislative Council,

and, on motion by the PREMIER, reada
first time.

LIGHT AND A~It BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.

Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-Access or use of light or

air:
THE PREMIER: Acting on a sug-

gestioun made by the member for East
Perth (Mr. James) at the last, sitting, be
moved as an amendment in paragraph (a)
that after "1executed," the wards " and
registered " be added:; the passage to read
"executed and registered."

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause as amiended agreed to.

Clauses 3 to 5, inclusive-agreed to.
Bill reported with an amendmenlt, and

the report adopted.

LAND ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.

Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-- Amendment of principal

Act:

Ma. W. F. SAYER: A formal amiend-
ment was required in Section 53 of the
principal Act, by inserting a new sub-
clause to stand as sub-clause Ad : " In
Section .53, insert in line 3, after the
word ' or,' I from time to time alter the
boundaries thereof.'"

Put and passed.
Mn. SAYER farther moved that there

be added to paragraph (d) : "And the
words, 'if situated within 40 miles of ah
railway,' in line 5, are struck out." This
waa a farther amendment of Section 59,
with a view to the development of the
agricultural land in the salmon-gum
country in the Esperance district.

Put and passed.
MR. SAYER moved that paragraph(f

be struck out. The retention of this
would be inconsistent.

Put and passed. and the paragraph
struck out.

Ma. SAYER moved that in paragraph
(W). after the word "fence," in line 8,

the Mginister may allow half of " be
inserted. This would put rabbit-fencing
ont the same footing as any other fencing
for the purpose of estimuating its value as
part of the improvements. In second
and third - class, holdings, if the whole
cost of fencing were allowed as an
im provement, this would exhaust the
ohligation to im11 prove, and the proprietor
could content himself with fencing.

Put and passed.
Ma&. SAYER farther moved that para-

graph (h) be struck out. Sections 69 and
72 of the Act provided that the pastoral
lessee in occupation should have a prior
right to grazing leases, and an intending
selector must give notice to such lessee.
It was proposed not altogether to abolish
that prior right, but to insert a new
paragraph to the effect that as from the
31 st Decenmber next, nothing contained in
this section should apply to the South-
West Division of the State; so that the
prior right should continue in regard to
that division. The section would there-
fore be repealed in a year's time with
respect to the South-West Divnsion.

Amendment put and passed,
Mna. SAYER moved that a new para-

graph be inserted to stand as paragraph
(h). "In Section 74, line 7, after the
word 'sixty,' ' nor less than ten' be
inserted." This was necessary, in view
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of the smaller homestead farms which it
was proposed to establish.

Put and passed.
Sia JAMES G. LEE STEERE moved

that paragraph (j) be struck out. This
was the most extraordinary and unjust

provision hie had seen in any Bill; for its
object was that if a pastoral lessee who
had gained his case was not awarded hy
the arbitrator 75 per cent. of the amount
of his claim, then costs should be awarded
to the defendant, What would be thought
of an ordinary court of law in which, if a
plaintiff claimed £5,000 and were a-warded
£3,000, the defendant got the costsP
Prom experience, he knew that tine
amounts awarded to pastoral lessees were
often ridiculously low; yet unless 75 per
cent, were recovered, the selector was to
get the costs.

Ma. J. L. NANSON: Apparently the
object of the paragraph was to prevent
extravagant cilaims for compensation. To
frighten off the selector, the lessee some-

imos made claims out of all proportion
to the amount he had any chance of
obtaining; and the selector, being often
poor and ignorant, was afraid to proceed.
He instanced one case in which the
lessee had made an extravagant claim for
severance only. The object of the para-
graph was Lu protect the selector against
absurd claims intended to block settlement.

Mn. JAOOBY: The percentage seemed
too high ; but provision should be made
to prevent the many fictitious claims by
pastoral lessees3. Mrost of these were rea-
sonable in their demanmds, but others made
ridiculous claims, so that "small" men
were frightened out of certain districts,
owing to the expense of arbitration.
Something should be done to prevent
exhorbitant claims bieing made. Perhaps
75 per cent. was too high; therefore he
moved as an amendment on the amend-
ment, that in line 4 of Sub-clause (j) the
words " seventy-five " be struck out and
"fifty " inserted in lieu.

THE PRE-mIER: Were the costs awarded
to the lessee F

HON. F. 11. PlEsE: Yes; nder Sec-
tion 49.

Mxu. HASTIE: In the Legislative
Council, -where the squatting element pre-
dominated, 75 per cent, had been decided
upon. It was doubtful whether it would
be advisable to reduce the percentage,
because it was usual for the lessee to

claim more than he was likely to get, and
the select or would be put to the expense
of testing the case.

Ma. DAGLISH: Unless an unduly
high claim were made, there would be no
necessity for arbitration. The squatter
'by putting in an undue claim forced the
selector to gio to arbitration and pay
costs. Perhaps the difference of 25 per
cent. would make the parties come to
some agreement. He would support the
clause as it stood.

Mu. JA0OBY: It was very easy for
the squatter to over-estimate his own
improvements. One would prefer to see
the clause stand as printed because 25
per cent, did not seem to be a sufficient
margin.

MR. HOPKINS supported the clause
as it stood. The squatter would in all
probability try to meet the selector with-
out referringr the matter to arbitration
and the value of the improvements would
be arranged. The clause might have a
desirable effect in that direction.

Tu PREMIER suggested that the
clause might be amended so that the
costs should not be awarded to the lessee,
the idea. heing that the man should not
make an excessive claim on the one hand
or too small a claim on the other. If the
parties. saw they were likely to be deprived
of thiu costs that might bring them
together to effect a settlement.

Ma. SAYER: Perhaps there would be
an opportunity of recommitting the clause.

HON. F. H~. PIESSE:- On the under-
standing, that the clause would be recoin-
witted, perhaps Sir James Lee Steere
would withdraw his amendment.

Sin JAMEs G. L@Ex STmRR1 said he was
prepared to withdraw his amendment.

MR. R. HASTIE: If aL penalty
were inserted, the parties might be more
moderate in their demands.

Amendment (to strike out paragraphb
j) withdrawn.

Amendment (Mr. Jacoby's, to substi-
tute 50 for 75 per cent, of amount
claimed) put, and negatived.

MEL. HASTIE, referring to paragraph
(k)-2s. 6d. substituted for 5.q. aq the fee
for woodcutter's license-moved that the
fee he is. This amendment would make
the fee is. a mouth, or 12s. a. year.
Woodcutting was the last resort of men
seeking employment, and the fee should
be small.
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MR. A. E. THOMAS supported the
amendment.

MR. HOPKINS preferred 2s. 6d. per
quarter, as Is. would not pay for clgrical
work in issuing licenses.

THE PREMIER: The amendment
(is.) would be accepted.

MR. HASTIE: Quarterly licenses
instead of nionthly would be better, as
the woodcutters would not lose so much
time in renewing.

THE PREMIER: The license might
be taken out for a quarter or longer, at
Is. a mouth.

MR. NANSON: The reduction of fee
should apply also to sandalwood cutters.

Amendment (Mr. Mastic's) put and
passed, arid the clause as amended agreed
to.

Clause 3 -Amendment of Section 152
of principal Act,

THE PREMIER moved that in the
sixth line the words " a terma not exceed-
ing 21 years from the date hereof "' be
struck out, and the following inserted in
lieu: " for such term not exceeding 99
years as to the Governor may seem fit."

MR. HOPKINS: Provision shuld be
made that the leases should be let by
public tender. The difficulty arising out
of the case of certain occupiers of land at
Boulder should show the necessity for
leasing by public tendcr.

Amendment (the Premier's) put and
passed.

MR. HOPKINS moved that after the
word " pounds," in line 10, " provided
always that such leases be subject to
public tender" be inserted.-

'THE PREMIER: The amendment
could not be accepted. Suppose a. lessee
obtained from the Government a lease
for five years, and made certain improve-
ments for any of the special purposes
mentioned in the clause, and then sought
a farther lease for five years, it would be
unfair to put up that lease to public
tender, and throw the whole of those
improvements on the mnarket.

MR. HOPKNS: True; but there would
he no objection to the original lease being
put up.

THE PREMIER: The yearly rental
was fixed at a minimum, not a maximum;
and the Govejumnut of the day would
doubtless do their best to secure the
fairest rental they could get for the term.

The amendment would involve the recast-
ing of the clause.

MR. HopKirNs: Provide in the first
instance that the lease should be sub-
mitted to public tender, and afterwards
except renewals from the operation of the
clause.

THE PREMIER; The hon. member
desired that there should be no hole-and-
corner business about this. The pro-
vision was made because it was said that
special leases should not be granted until
published in the Gazette. The chances
were that when a man wanted the land
for speculative purposes he did not desire
it to he known to the public, because he
would he black-mailed. If the amend-
ment was pressed it would mean the
recasting of the clause.

MR. HOPKNS: This matter had been
brought forward and he had done his
duty. It rested with the Committee to
say whether the amendment should be
withdrawni.

MR. R. D. HUTTCHINSON: The
amendment should not be carried. A
man who had a building erected on the
land should not have persons blackmail-
ing him at the sale.

Mn. HASTIE: If the grants became
valuable through population settling, the
country ought to get some benefit. There
was a tremendous amount of secrecy
about these applications which was not
desirable. The applications were invari-
ably* sent to the Lands Department, and
the officers were not acquainted with the
local surroundings. It was absolutely

imposible that the department's officers
could judge the value of the land unless
it was put up to auction. The matter
should be published in the local newspaper.

TasE PREMIE R: The appl ication could
be advertised in the Gazette and in a
local newspaper.

Mn. HASTIE If that were done it
would meet the circumstance somewhat.

Amendment put and negatived, and
the clause as previously amended agreed
to.

Clauses ~5 to 8, inclusive--agreed to.
New Clause - Timber lessees and

licensees may be authorised to construct
tramways:

THE PREMIER moved that thefollow-
ing be added as a new clause-

Tihe Governor my grant to any lessee or
licensee, under Part XI. of the principal Act,
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upon such conditions a to the Governor may
seern fit, permission-

(a.) To constructand use tramways through
and upon any Crown land or reserve,
and to employ locomotive engines or
other motive power and wagons for
the haulage of timber, piles, poles,
balk, or firewood, lawfully felled, cut,
split, or removed; and

(b.) To connect any such tramway with any
Government Railway, subject to the
regulations of the Railway Depart-
ment made front time to time with
respect to private sidings.

Any such permission may be revoked at the
will of the Governor, and no person shall be
entitled to recover compensation for any loss
or damage he may sustain in consequence of
such revocation.

It was desired that permission should be
given in bona fide circumstances for
people to run firewood lines into the
hush. There was no chance of monopo-
lists coming in and securing the lines
after a time.

MR. HASTIE: Would the Premier ex-
plain the terms "1lessees and licenseesV"

THE PREMIER: A lease implied a
grant for a. long term, and a license was
a mere permission to do something which
might be revoked at will.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: This
provision would apply to persons holding
timber leases.

Mn. THOMAS: Some diference should
be made between the timber on the coast
and on the fields. He objected to any
Government having the power to give a
long lease to ruu a tramnline to tap timber
reserves.

Tri PueEmIE It was a permission
which could be revoked at will by the
Governor.

MR. THOMAS: If a lease were given.
it could not be cancelled.

THE PREMIER: It was not a lease.
We could give the right to keep a tram-
line going. If a man had a lease and he
wanted a tramlie through it, be could
get the right, but that could be revoked
at will.

MR. HASTIE: As one understood the
position, this would apply practically to
only the goldfields, and so far as he knew
there was no timber lease on the gold-
fields. He wanted to know if the Govern-
ment intended to start a new system by
which persons would get leases on certain
portions of land on the goldfields.

THE PREMIER: No. If there were
a lease, it would mean that the parties
would have the whole right of the sur-
face, and could prevent anyone from
walking over it without permaission of the
lessee; but that was not thie intention of
the Government at all. A man might
have a license to cut timber over a large
area.

MR. HASTIR: The term "1timber
lessee" on the goldfields was a new one.
It meant that any man could go to any
part of the! goldfields and cut timber.
Of course if a man had the right to lay a
tram, to all intents and purposes he had
practically the monopoly of the tram,
therefore no lease was required. WVas it
intended to grant a lease of timber on the
goldfields; that was, to give a monopoly ?

THE PREMIER: That was not the
intention of the Government. He would
move to report progress and look into
the matter.

How. F. H. PIESSE: Referring to
Section 121, the Government were asking
for what already existed.

MRt. THOMAS: The Premier stated
that the Government had power to grant
a timber lease, but he (Mr. Thomas) did
not want the Government to have such
Power.

On motion by the PREMIER, progress
reported and leave given to sit again.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 1]144 o'clock,

until the next day.


